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AE uſual: vice of ham 
| | to be weary- of adodach mo 
-» they grow old a commi 
"4 call fornovelries , is eſpecially Giſt ern 
 } menseſteemand uſe of 'Bookss| Abwndawte' 
1 of old ones are lefr negleted®toithe aid < orms PL: 
and duſt, whileſt new ones 'of Gr lem | 
1 are moſt of 'the Book-ſellers trade i 
It is not eafie to give a reaſ6g of ith þ = | 
{ norto be-depyed, that thisage barh'fe _y vel 
q Writers as the laſt, "either con red " oe? 
4 Praftical. Eyenamong the-Papilts.at ce | 
- now'ſfew- ſuch as: :SHare%, » Vaſque; 4+ bent ty'* 
1 Yioria., Penottus ,: Rul7 5 Averer "2 hi ls 
mint, &c.. And- Nr us' ; , .$OO fewfu Fe : * 
Fewel , Whittaker , | Py. hyp OE 
wen Shen? > ciithi mb 4.4 ck” - 
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tings poſſeſſed not their room, 
may hereby cenſure my ſelf as much as others, 


% 


 aTreatife, 


The Preface. 


that have been fo Jorg :g0e confuted ; to 


keep thoſe old unanſwerable wricirgs , trem 


the peoples hands. And thus doth the envi- 


. ous enemy of holineſs , by the PraQical wri- 
. tings of thoſe holy men who are now w.th 


God. The ſolid, grave, and pious /abours 
of "Rich, Rogers, Peikins, Greenham, Dctriig , 


Dent , Smith , Dod, Bild'rſham , Downanct , 


Sam, ward, Hall, Bolton, Dike, Sto-he, Elton, 
Tailor, Harris, Preſton, Sibs, Ball and many 
more ſuch, are by the moſt neglcQed , as if 
we were-quite above their parrs ; Bur it were 
well if more injudicious or undigeſted wri- 
Though I 


I. muſt needs ſay, that the reprinting of ma+ 
ny of our Fathers writings z might have ſa- 
ved the labour of writing many Jater Bocks, 
to the greater commodity of the Church. 
Among the reſt , I well remember that 
even in my youth { and fiace much more) the 
writings of Mr. mhatelry were vety ſayoury 
ro me : eſpecially his New-Eirth, his Care- 


*-- cloth, and his Sermon of Redecming Time, And 


finding this Jaſt now hardly to be got; when 
yet the neceſſity of It is increaſed, and knew- 


ing of na other, that hath dore that work ſo. 
well, I have defired the Printer to vindicate 


it from oblivion , and benefir the world with 
the reviving of fo profitable { though ſmal} 


1 muſt 
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The Preface. 


I muſt {o far venture on the diſpleaſure of-1 


the guilty, as to ſay, that the doleful condi- 


tion of two ſorts of perfons , the SENSUAL | 


GENTRY, and the idle Beggars, 1s it that 


hath compelled me to this ſervice + bureſpe= . 


cially of the former fort , who thoogh fhch+» 
til, may poſlibly be drawn to read fo tmall a 
Book : What man that believerh a lite here- 
afrer, and conflidereth the impartance- of our 
baſin: ſs upon eaith , and obſerverh how moſt 
p-rſons, but eſpecially our ſenſxal Gentry , 
live, can chuſe but wonder that ever Rea- 


ſon can be ſo far loſt , and cyen /«f-love and *: 
the care of their own everlaſting ſtate , ſo. , 


11d: aſleep,” as mens great contempt of Time 
declareth / Ladies and G2ntlewomen, 1t 15 
you whom I moſt deeply pity and lament : 
'Fhink not that am too bold with you 5; God, 
who employech us on ſuch ſervice, will be 


bo'dzr with you than this comes to. And 


Chriſt was boſd wi.h ſu:h as you, when ie 
{pak2 th2 Hiſtories or Parables of the two 
Rich men in Lukþ? 12, and Like 15%, And when 
he to'd m2n how hardly the Rich ſhould > 


zer into the Kingd-1m of Heaven. 'And Fanes . 2 


” 


was b)Id with fuch whcn he wrote, Cafe ts 1.5 


Go too now , je Rich mn, w:rp ant bowl !or 


your miſeries that ſha'l com: won you ; Tom. | | 


Riches ate corrupted , and yout garments Mo:b« 


eaten + Your gold and filuer is cankered , and © 
th2 ruſt of th.m ſhall be a witn'ſs againſt you, 
A3 and > 


Np om. 6 


” 


Fx - The Preface. 


nd ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fiie, &e* 
i . — Nu have broed 34 pleaſure on earth, and beca 
. $f- wanton: Ye have nonriſhed your hearts as is # 
['} - & day of ſlarghter. — And he was neither ig» {js 
1” noble nor unearned , but of Honourable K 
| Þirth, and the Orator of an Univerſity, who #® 
4.4, was fo bold with the 99 950 Gentry ( when 
F. 


{ they fay, they were much wiſer and better 4 
'Y q | than they are; now ) as to be ſpeak them 
A Th. thus — ( Herberi*s Churca-porch. ). þ 
ji 4 -**FlyTdleneſs; which yet thou canft not flye, 
k | - « By dreſſing, miltreſing, and complement 2 
F4. «If thoſe take up the day, the Sun will cry 
11 'F £ Apainit thee ; for his light was only Jent : 
#þ « God gave thy ſoul brave wings ; put not 
| thoſe feathers ho 
\ « Into a bed to ſleep out: all 11] wea- 
I :. thers. 
1". O-Englard! full of fir, but moſt of floch ! 
4 |: Spit out thy phlegm, and fill ihy breaſt with 
''! 5:0 GR 
1B > Thy Geniry bleats, as if thy native cloth, 
TEE Transtus'd a ſhiepiſhne's into thy Nory, 
1715-546 Nor that they ail are ſo, bur that the 


I Are gonetografs, and in the paſture 1 
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" © Or elſe they breed them tender z make . - 


'FICN. } B bald this was the pa Wee 7p 


The : Prefs | 


& This loſs ſprings chiefly from-our education 
& Some till rheir ground, but let weeds choal 
their ſon : 

<« Some mark a Partridge ; never their child 
_ © faſhion: 

« Some ſh'p them over, and the thing is Lond 
<« S:udy this art : make it thy great deſign 3 
yy _ if Gods Image move thee not, let 7 

thine, | 


<« Some great eſtates provide ; but do. not 
breed 
«A maſt'ring mind; fo both are loſt thereby] 


th:m need Y 
& All that they leave: this is flat poveny. I 
&© For he that neecs five hundred pounds to: 
live, 
«Is full 2s poor as he that needs bur Fives, 27 
When I pzruſe the map of Sodome in Exh hos 
16' 493 50. methitks I am in an wkaee 
City, where intlead cf [ LORD HAVER 
MERCY ON U5 ] is written on the;& | 
TRY”; doors [ FRIDB, FULNES.-© 
BREAD , ABUND+4 NCE OF [DIENESS 
UN ME)CIFULNE5S AND I FA 


[Rt \ od. mes, pride 5 falueſs of bread. 
abundance of idieneſs was in her, and 
daughters , neither ajd ſhe frergebes 


A.. The Pref: UCC 


of the poor avd needy + and they wire banght) 
} aud conmitted abomination- before me | The 
[{Fritle over the leaves of theſe verſes might be # 
fil [ THE CHARACTER CF TRE SENSU-: - 
[WAL GENTRY. ] if 
| Miſtake me not, I am fo far from accuſing # 
i þ -a'l the Rich and: Honourable , that 1 muſt ; 
Fay i: is as a teſtimony againſt the reſt , that 
I know rany ſuch who ſperd' their T:me as 
| fruitfully and diligently as the poor (thovgh 
- In agother ſort of ſcryice : ) And ſuch might 
1144 the r:{t have been if their Bodzzs had not got « 
"44 the maſtery of their Souls. -Ir 15 not your 
pt FRIDE or FULNESS of BREAD that I am 
FF. now to ſpezk of, but your IDLENESS. Ma- 
114 ny of the old Philoſophers thought that when 
*| ſickn:fs or age had made one unferviceable 
to the Common-wealth, it was a ſhame to 
175” live, and a duty to make away themſelves ; 
10Y b-ing © but un vofi:ab:e burdens to the | 
world; . Chriſtjars are not of ;hzir mind, be- : 
f "cauſe itisa mercy even u:der pain to have F 
0:4, tne of preparation for aaother world , and j, 
becauſe we may ſerve God in Patience and 7, 
9: Heavenly deſires and Hope , when we cannot Tr 
| | ſerve him by an aQtive life : But Chriſtians 
44 of and "Hearhens will prochaim thoſe perſons, ro _ 
#; (heb » the ſhime of Narure z who wilfully make _., 
' 217208 [ves un»-ofirable , and live 1n their &h 
heath a; if they were d {. bled by ſicknels Lt, 


| Land ae cordin ned by their ſrfuality to 2 ; 
RED: priſon * | 
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| The Preface. 
pciſun, of a grave * ſo that rheir Epitaph may. 
be written on their doors , - HERE LYETH. 
SUCH A ONE, rather than it can be ſaid? 
% that Here he liveth, 'O what a rock is a 
ha:d:ned heart / How can. you chuſe but 
trembie when you think how you ſpend your 
dai.s > and how all this time muft be ac- 
counted for > Thar thoſe chat have. a death 3 
and judgement: to prepare for, a H:aven-to« 
get, a Hell to ſcape, and ſouls ro ſave , can? 
walt2 the day in careleſs jdiexeſs , as if they  ? 
had no buſineſs in the world , and yct their ..- 
conſciences never tell them what they do, - 
f ard how a'l his muſt Ee reviewed 3 0 0 
i _ Compare together the life of a Chriſtian, ., * 
- and of a flifſhly bruit, and you will fee the _ 


3 _ 
—_. 
k 4s Sw . 


n = difftrence, Suppoſe then borch Ladies and _. © 
c Gen:lewomen of the ſame rank : The ore ” 5 
0 rifeth as early as is confiftent with her health 5 
Z with thoughts of- thankfulneſs and love , hex -- 
ie heart a'ſo awakzth, and riſe:h up to him that _*» 
e- | night and day preſerveth her : ſhe quickly ©: 4 
" Ci!patcheth the drefling of her body, as in= .. © 
. | 
nd 
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| The Preface. ' © 
; part of 1t5 with:fome approved Commenta: y 
-:þ it t hand, in which ſhe may (ce the ſenſe of 
+[F&hat 3. which of her ſelf ſhe could not un-- 
Fagerftand.: What is plain, ſhe taketh in, di- 
1Wgeſterh -, and layeth up for praftice : And 
i Fithat which is too hard for her, 'as a humble 


LY 


*}f earner ſhe waiteth in patience , till by ber 

Teachers help in time ſhe can come to un« 
© {{{Ffderſtand jt. As ſhe hath. leiſure, ſhe readecth 
1.,>Lfuch holy Books , as interpret and apply the 
' # Ecriptures , to inlighten her mind, and re- 

{E&lve her will, and quicken her affeQions, and 
Wire ber priftice. And as ſhe liveth in an 
$-outward Calling or courſe of Labour , in 
Which her . Body , as well as her Mind , may 
#1 Bave employment , ſhe next addrefſeth her 
4:]-Jelf to that ; ſhe looketh with prudence and 
K-carefulneſs to her family ! ſhe taketh care of 
1-:/=-her ſervants Jabours, and their manners: 


i| | yet ſo over-labouring them, as to deny them 
4: >-Jome rime” to read the Scriptures, and call 


"1 Teafons ro ſpeak to her ſervants ſuch ſober - : 
//1-- words of holy counſe!, as tend to inſtru and 

1148 fave their fouls: She cauſeth them to learn !; 
1-143 the principles of Religion in ſome Catechiſm, 5 


$* [= } ” 7 
4 -” 
. [ £ 7 


4744 and to read ſuch good Books as are moſt { 


to their Capacity, 4 In her affairsz ſhe 91 
EE » aroideth | 


g \ ; 
S 


a 


| The P ref ace.” , 


, 4 —_— both ſo:4id: parſimony, and waltfy] 
" 7 p+ 0.1 gaity z and 1s thrifty and fſparjngy;- not! 
of an covefouincſs , but that ſhe may do the: 
'V more good to them that want : She 1ndulgerh; 
& {& No exceisor riotouſnels in her houſe, though 
Ie *  th2 vices of the times ſhouid make ic ſeems.) 
ex + neediul ro her honour, If ſhe want: recreas. © 
os tion, or have leiſure for moze work , ſhe © 
_ Neps out to her pocr Tenants ard neighbours 
the - houſes, and feeth how th:'y ive, and what RE 
RY they want , and ſpeakcth to them ſome ſa 
od ber words of counſel about tlie ſtate gf their 
an immortal ſouls, ant ſtirreth them up to {% 
he = loly ife : $be c2uſ.th the fou's of the poor 3 
way to bieſs. her, and is an examp.:e of piety ro! 2 
| her a;l abont her. Bur h x {p-cia} care ard law 7 
and © bour i18mthe exucation of her chiftdren (if. 
gl the have any 2 ) She warcheth over themyleſt 
ners: © the company, and exaniple, and language of 2 
; NOT  ungod'y perſons ſhoul4 infe& them : | *he- 3 
Gi cauſeth: them to read the Scriptures , and .. *{ 


1 call } other holy Books , and to learn the pripcip es 
s en» Rel:gion , ana tea: heth them-how. to call -" 
fs Of " upon God , and give him tharks for all his. 2 
'ah fir © Mercies : She acquainteth them with the ins . 2 
1 ſober - ; of their depraved narures , and labcurethe £0% 3 
a& ard ' humb'e them 1n the ſenſe th:reof : She open: 4 
o lear9 eh-ro them the- Do&rine of mans - falyation- by 
chilms zby-Chriſt , an4 the neccfſity of a new: birth -% 
> moſt gand of a heavenly nature: She difgracehail, 
rs, ſhe {#2 to them, eſpecially the radical matters} 

6: 


A S4.m 
OE” 5 


E--"-; [be. Prefaces \ 
Elias, even ignorance , utbelief , ſelfiſhneſv. 
pride ,. ſenſuality and\ voluptuouſneſs , - the 
(8 love of this world ,* and unho'ineſs of heart 
ME an4 life : She ſweetly and ſeriouſly intinuate- 
FM cth into them the Jove and liking of faith and 
{| holineſs 5 and frequent!y enlargeth her ſpeech 
MWeEto them of th? Greatneſs, Wiſlom, and - '.F 
#F- Goodneſs of God, and whar he is to man , | t 
F- and how ab:ſolme'y we owe him -a 1 the fer-' 13 


.»n = X S . , E 3. 
| vice, obcdi:nce and love, that cur faculties 7 5 
can poſlibly perform 5 She ſweetneth their 


» 


thoughts of God: and God'ineſs, *by teiling 


1.29 4 
i + | 
'r--1 
4.49 


HF them what  God:-hath done for man, and 
' (F-ehathe will be ro his own for ever: and by 
- zcquainting them with the reaſons of -a ho!y 
| "Mi |» Jife, and the folly of ungodly men, nd what 
{8-2 braftiy thing it 15 to be {enſua!, and to pam- 
4TF--per and pleaſe this fleſh , which muſt ſhortly 
1/9 E Turn to duſt, and to nzgle& a ſou! which mull 
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_ ({8E care and clr'g, ro prepare her children for 
WT : ” the ſervice of God, and to be bleſſings to the 
WE world 1n their generation , and to be happy 


them{l: lres: 
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"The Preface. 
themſelves for evermore : and to defiroy and 
prevent thar fin and wickedn=(s, which would: 
make them a plague and curſe in their gene- 
ration. Her meals are not Ixurious nor. 
long , nor her feaſtings unneceſlary , ro the 
waſting of eſtate y or precious 1ime 3 bur: 
{caſorable, frugal , charitable and pious , jn> 
e:nd;d to promote ſome grea:er good. She 
keepeth up the conſtant performance of re}t- : 
gious duties jn her family; not mecking God. 
wih formal complement 3 bur wo. fh:pping } 
him in xcverence and fcricus devotion, rezds / 
ing the holy Scr.ptures, ahd ferjoufly calling ? 
upon God , an4 firging to kim Pſa/ms of: 
praiſz. If her mind _necd recrea:ton , ſhe : 
hath ſome profirab.e hiſtory, or other fruit=- 5 
ful books to read , and yariery of gopd : 
works, and a ſeafonable diverſion to jthe 3 
affairs of her fam1y , inlead of- Cards and 2 
D.ce, and the abuſedfoolerics of the ſenſual 
world : When ſhe is alone , ker thoughts are : * 
f uit'ul to her ſelf; ether examining her heart. 
and life , or locking ſerionſly into eternity, 4 
or rejoycing her ſoul in th? remembrance of | 
Gods mercies , or in the foreſight of endleſs .} 
bleffedneſs with bim, or in ſtirring-up fome 
of his graces in her ſou], When te is with 4 
o:hers, her words are favoury, ſober ;. ſeaſon-' 

abl-z as the oracles of God for. pjety and : ? 
truth, tending to edificaticn 5 and ro: admi+ 1 
niſter inftruQtion and grace to the - hearers, 
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q 
[ backbiring of any that would corrupt the 
- {Kompany and} diſcourſe, Ar eveains ſhe 
IſBgain returneth to the more ſolemn wor= 
j j ipping of God, and goeth to reſt , as one 
Mthar: fl waiteth when ſhe is called to reſt 
j with Chriſt, and is never totaily utnready 
For that; cail. Thus doth ſhe ſpend her daies, 
filland according!y doth ſhe end them, being 
ISconveged by Angels into the preſence of her 
| Lord Sod leaving a precious m2morial to 
1WFtbe living, the ' poor lamenting the loſs of her 


4 
by 


MF fue of ſuch a_ heavenly. and amiable an 


i exrmple. 


{18-life of the ſenſual Ladjes and Gentlewcmen 
IFFto whom Lam now writing. When they have 
Me indulged cheir ſloth in unnecefiary fleep, t1!! 


[ 
't 
| 


the precious morning hours are paſt , they 
WEE aciſe. with thoughts as fruitleſs as their 


I 
fl 
j! 


I 


WEE-dreams : Their talk and time, till almoſt half 
HIRE th! day'is gone, is taken up only abcut their 


*chi'diſh trifling ornaments : fo long are they 


© - 
= 


1, 


4 


1 5 bs = ; ry 5 
4 cio bur ſay over, or.Joyn in a few formal 
FFwords, which go for praycr, it is dinner time 


before 


d rebuking the idle ta'k, or filthy ſcurrility »- 


v. | charity, and all about Jamenting the re- 
; AF? þ _ : p 

I moral of a pattern of piety and righteouſneſs, - 

Mfand loving holiceſs the b-tter , !tor the per-' 


WW” Oa the other fide, how d ferent is the. 


 d/effing themſelves ,.that by that time they. 


; \ as 
$444. 


HARE E (for anLmage of Religion ſome of them muſt | 
W Fhave's leſt confeience ſhould torment rh:m 


I w-- The Preface. _. 
Y before the time. ) And when th: y i255 fate: 
out an hour or two at dirner , in gratifying 
their appetites, ard in ide talk, they muſt 
ſpend the next heur in tajk , which is as idle 22 
A ſavoury word of the ];fe ro come, muſt nor * 
trouble them, nor interrupt their Acſh'y  con»g 


af | 
"* verſe : Perhaps th:y muſt nexr go-to Cards? 
'* or Dice, and jt maybe to a Flay hcuie, or? 


at leaſt , on ſome uprohrable -vilitaticn, , or # 
+ ſome worthleſs viſitors that come to then,» 
+ muſt take up the reft of the afternoon , in 5 


| ! frothy talk, which all ſer together comes tg 
£ + nothing , but yaniſheth as ſmoak : - And they 
_— chuſe ſuch company, and ſuch a ccurſe of: 
_ I:fe , as ſhall make all this ſeem unayoidable'; 


nz _ and unnneceffary, and that it nould run them 


into contempr and great inconveniences- if 
\s | they did otherwite, If rhey lock after thei 
= aftaiis, 1t 15 meerly through covcrouſneſs : 
__ But more uſually they leave that care to # 
lt cthers, that they may do nothing that. jg:# 


\ecy | Rood for ſou] or body: They uſe their ſerqaj 
cir {| vants, as they do their beaſts fer their for=* 
half +: vice only; and converſe. with them as if they 3 
! had no ſouls to ſaye or Joſe : They Nap: 

they | them by their exzmple to ſpeak vainly, and: 5 
y- * live ſenſually, and to forget the life to-come 38 
«mal { Their children they love but as the bruits dou 
their young : They teach chem. how. to. bow © 


muſk | and dance, and carry themſelyes. decently in- 
mm | the fight of men; but never labour to-heal+3 
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[their ſouls of ignorance, unbel:ef and pride 3 
hor open to them the matters of everlaſting 
Fonſ:quence : But rather perſwade them that 
Jer.ous holineſs is bur hvpocrifie , and the 
Þ>edience of G2ds Laws 1s a necdleſs thing. 
FThey reach them by their example to curſe, 
mod {wcar, and Jlye, and rail, and co deride 
Mcz1igion ,/ or at leaſt, t5 negle& God, anJ 
Jife' eternal, and mind ny the tranſitory va- 
Snities of this life : They leave them ro Satan, 
Fro: wicked company and counſel , and to th-ir 
Ffleſhly luſts and pride, and when they have 
Edoaec , take care only ro ger them ſufhi-tenr 
\maint2nance , to feed this ſenſual fire while 
they live: They train them vp for the ſervice 
of fin and Satan, tha: ar ape they ;may have 
© Ign0 ance and 73-2 (.fhcient ro make th:m 
the plagues and miſery of their Couniry, an 
WW to engage th:m in ennuity againſt thar Goſpel 
and Miniſtry which is sgainit their lufts ; thar 
IF reb2!:ing againſt Chriſt, they may have ar laſt 
WF the reward of Rebels, tnitead of {alvation. 
$-In'a word, they do mo:e 2gainft their poor 
WE childrens ſouls, than all their enzmies 11 the 
world ; if not more than the Devi] himſe!f 
Fcould do, at leaſt, they moſt eff-Qually ſerve 
18 him , for their childrens damnation. Thus 4 
lf Edo they ſpend th-ir daizs , and at nigat 'con- | 
WEE-cld-them as careiefly as they begun then] : 
Aid atdeath (withour a true converſion) ſhill | anc 
bend them as miſerably as they ſpent them 
Wont eos v6 
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The Preface. | " & 
finſuily : And while they are pampering their. 
fl:ſh, and ſaying; I have enough, I will cat 34 
d ink and be meiry, they ſuddainly hear, Tho 
fool, this night ſhall thy (owl b» requited , and © 
then whoſ? ſrall all this be which thou .poſſiſſiſt"» * 
Luke 12. 19,20, And when th: y bave a while 
been cloath:d in Purp}: and: Silks, and fared 
” f{-mptuoſly cvery day, they muſt hear at laſt, 
s Remember that Thou in thy life tine veceivedſs 

thy good things, and Lazarus euil thirgss bat 
% mow he xs comforicd, and thou art tormented. 
And when the Time which they now deſpiſe is .- 
gcne, O whac would they give: for 'one o:hiee © 
year or hour of ſuch time , to co the work 

which they now negleQted, Luk. 16. 24, 25,26, 
Matth. 25. 8, 9, 10, I1, 12. | 
3 LIthere not a great difterence now between 
| theſe two forts of perſons, in the expence of 
? Time. And is it any wonder if there be a 
; Cifterence in their rewards. In Matth. 25. 300 
2 Ir js net on'y [ caff the whoremonper , the 
+ drurkayd, the per;ured, the perſecutor ] but 
1 [ caſ{ the unprofitable ſervant iato outer cark= 

nfs ; thre ſhall be weeping a'd gnaſhing of 
ith. ] 

4. Compare, I beſeech you, the Tim! which | 

{you ſpend, 1. In idlencſs. 2. In exceflive 
ſl:ep. 3+ In adorning you. 4. In fealing © 
1 {and long meals. 5. In curioſity and pomp, * | 

 Jemploying moſt of your ſervants time in im-. | 
Ipertinences , as well as your! own.” 6 Im I} 
_ _ excelhre* 
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- proper appetites , which would be pratified , | 


+ mind, I could thus play away my Time 2; 
ft. youdo: Bu it amazeth meto ſee the worlds 
+ Qupidiy thar people who are poſt; ng 
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F exceſſive worldly cares. 9. In yain company 


and idle talk. 8, In vain thoughts. 9. In 


ſenſual recreations, in cards, dice, huntings ,. | 


hawkings, playes, Romances, fruitleſs books, 
@*%. I fiy compare this Time, with the Time 
which you ſpend in examining your hearts 
and lives, and trying your title to cternal life, 
.in bewailing fin, and begging mercy of God, 
and returning thanks and praiſe to your 
great B:nzfaRor , in inſtrufting your children 
and fervants, in viſiting the fick, relieving 


- the poor, exhorting one another, in medita- 


ting on Eternity and the way thereto, in 
Jearning the word and will of God, and in. 


the ſanRified Jabours of your ourwzrd cal- | 
ling ; and Jet. your conſciences tell you , 
* "which of theſe hath the larger ſhare > And 


Whether . thoſe things which ſhould have 


pone » and thoſe which ſhould have little , / 
 have'not almoſt all > And whether God have | 


pleaſures : I have my ſelf a body with its 
as well as vou? And I haye not wanted op-! 
portunity to-gratifie it. If I thought tat this! 
were the moſt man'!y life, and agreeable to 
reaſon, and that we had no grexter things to 


LL» 
"* 


away 
[459 Þ 


: at RES - > 
9 E > RA 


Vat 


Woe » % 
« 73 
3 


The Preface. <-"Y 
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unto Eternity , and have ſo much to do in 
lirtle time, and of ſuch unconceivable impor=: 
tance, can yet waſte their daycs in fl-eping, * 


£ ; and drefling, and feaſting, and comp'ement-, 
e {| ing; in paſtime and playes, and idle talk, as if 
o_ they were all but a dream, ard their wits 
* 2 were not ſo far awakened as to know what it. 


J, £ 1s tobea M AN. And to increaſe our pity: 
; when they have done they ask, [ What barm ; 


ur  } ; hey : 
en | 1stherein cards and dice, in ſtage-pJayes and ! 
Romances? Is it not Jawful to uſe ſuchand * 


fuch recreations >] ſuppoſe they were all un- 
queftionably lawful , Have you no greater 
matter that while to do? Have you no more | 
uſcful Recreations > that will exerciſe your * 
hodies and minds more profitably, or at l:alt * 
with leſs expence of Time ? To a ſ*dentary. * 
perſon, Recrea'tjon muſt be ſuch as ftirs the: * 
Body : To a Laboyring perſon, variety of good 7 
bocks and pious exerciſes is a fitter recreation © 
than cards and dice, Is your Recreation but 
as the Mowers whetting of his fythe> no_ | 
0/11: , nor no /onger than 1s neceflary to fit 3 
you for thoſe .Labours and Cuties , which 7 
muſt be the great and day buſineſs of your - 4 
ltves> If this be fo, I am not repr-hending MA 
you z But I befeech you conſider , Have you 
ro: ſouls to regard as well as others? Have | 
y-u not a God to ſerve? and his word and | 
w1il to learn ard do > Have ycu. net: fer=-.;» 
varts and children to inſtru ' and educate.” Þ 
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12 = The Preface. 
FT And-O what a deal of Jabour doth their ig* 
Fnorance and obſtinacy r:quire ?. Have you 
ff Rot death and judg-zmenc to prepare for ? 
Ft Have you not an outward calling to follow 2 
- ( Though I fay rot that you muſt do the ſome 
#- lJa>ours as the poor, I ſay that you maſt /a- 
. bour ” and be profitable to the Common= 
wealth) Haye you not many good works 
of Charity ro do? And will you leaye the 
moſt of this undone, and waſt2 your time in 
| playes, and ca-ds, and feaſts, and idleneſs, and 
- then ſay [ what harms 1n all this? and are 
| .they not lawful? ] O that the Lord would 
-& , opea your eyes, and fhew you where you 
muſt be ere long, and tell you what wo k 
E you have here todo, that muſt be donz, or 
E you are lot for ever; and then you would 
_eafily tell your ſelves, - wherher p'aying and 
* foling away p:ectous Time be Jawtul for 
'-> Onein your condition ? If your {crvan's leave 
... moſt of their work undone , and ſpend the 
"day incards, and ftag=-playes, :n| feaſting, 
*-an1 in merry chat, and then ſay, Madan. ar? 
wot cards, 41d playes, and jeſting lawfl?Þ 
W#'] you-take it for a ſatisfaftory anſwer 2 : 
Ardis it not worſe that you dra] with God? | 
| [c iz 2 moſt irrational and ungratefu! er- 
> reur, to think that you may ſpend one hours 
- time the- more in Idlzzeſs, becauſe that you 
*- areRich. The reaſon were good, if labour were | 
$2 - for nothiog but ro ſupply your own bod!'y | 
HIRE | = nec:ſlitie> : 1 
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| The Preface. ; 
nece{lities: But.do you nor believe that God 
 isyour Lord and Matter? and that 'he giverit 
| you not an hours time 3n vain, but appoint-_ 
Z eth you work for every hour 2 ( except your | + 

'  Þ} necefſary reſt; ) And that your time and- - 
| wealth are bur his talen's> And bethink 
” Rf your ſelves whether a ſervant may fay,'I will; 


dy, 
S. 

The 

V, 


” 3 doleſs workthan my fellow ſervants, becauſe | 
53 +] I have more wages 2 And whether you. may 3 
© } doleſsfor God , becauſe he giveth you more: N 


fn ; than others > But of this I have ſaid ſo much' 
4 in my Preface to my Bo« k called [The Cructfys, 
1 { ing of the world | that I ſha!l now diſmiſs. 
z It | "4 
And what TI have ſaid eſpecially to the" 4 
+ Rich, { who think their loſs of Ge no fin, Y 2 
7 1 muſt ſay alſo to 3ll others, O value Time 2 
4 before it's gene ! Uſe ir before it's raken from” Þ 
1 you ! Diſpatch the waik that you were matle* 
] for : Repent and turn'to God unfeigyedly : * 4 
! Prepare for death without delay : Time wilt ® 
rot ſtay ; nbr will it eyer be recovered : Were © 2 
1:nct left I ſhould write a Treatiſe inſtead 


k | 
jon child ſh vanity or Juſts, 2. Thoſe that 
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> Thoſe that are yer ignorant , ungodly and 
St for death ,” and the world to 
Come ; O what need have theſe to make baſte, 
and quickly get into a ſafer ſtate, before their 
"Time be at an end. 4. Thoſe that in fick« 
' neſs reſolved and promiſed, if God would 
--xecoyer them, to redeem their Time. 5. The 
: ;weak and-aged, who nature and ſickneſs do 
Zcall upon to make haſte. 6. The poor and 
' ſervants ». Whoſe opportunities for ſpiricual 
"means are ſcant, and therefore have need to 
" take them when they may; eſpecially on the 
- Tores day. Thoſe that live under excel- 
| lent helps, and advantages for their ſouls 
: awbich if they negleR, they way never have 
again. 8. And thoſe that by GCfhce or Power 
have ſpecial opportunity to do good, All 
rc have a doublz obligation to value and 
ELD their Time.” 
*But becauſe in my Bock called NO W or 
EVER, I have already urged theſe to dili- 
| y I ſhall only add this. one requeſt, to 
1.3 port xtful Youth, ro ſenſual Bruitesy to the 1dle 
: Cort of the Gentry, to impenirent loyter:rs , 
:Gameſters, and to all that have Time to 
&e., that they will ſoberly uſe their reaſon | 
gt anſyer of theſe following Queſtions, | 
before they proceed to waſte the little Time |þ 
thar3s remaining, as vainly as they haye done 
ft 5 Oh e:relt. : And t earneſtly beſeech them, and | 
{ -xequic them ; as inthe hight aud hearing of #4 
ko  - ther f, 
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The Preface. | 
heir Judge, that they deny me not ſo. friendly * 
End reaſonable a ſur. - 
Oſt, tr. Do you confider well the ſhorte 


d 
0 


$5 and uncertainty of your Time ? Youcame 

-. ur lately into the world, and it is bur a very 

4 Rittle while till you mult leave Its The glaſs _ 
'e 4s turned upon you : and It is unceſſantly 
o Funning. A certain number of morionis your * 
& ulſe muſt beat, and beyond that number jr 

a1 Jhall not be permitted to ſtrike another troke, 

ty Whatever you are thinking or ſaying, or do-,_ 4 
he Ing , you are poſting on to. your final fate : 
1. And O how quickly will you be there! fup- 
« » Pole you had ſeventy years to live , how ſoon 
va (Will they be gone? But you are not ſure of -, 
ep Pnother hour. Look back on all your Time 


aj1 Fhatis paſt,and rel] me whether it made not- 
ng Þafte? And that which is to come, will be. 

Þs haſty. Will not the tolling of the Bell'in=. © 

Aract you? Will not graves and bones, and © © 
nr. | duſt 'inftrut you > While many are hourly. -. 
Crouding into another world , will conſcience © 3 
le Þ<Ermit you to be idle? Doth ir not tell you - ..; 

hat you have todo, and call upon you. to 

Piſpatch 1t> Can you play away your rime, 4 
#nd idle it away , whileſt the bell is tolling; 
hileſt the fick are groaning , whileſt every '- 
pulſe and breath is telling you, thac you are*5 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


one aſling-to your end> Do you confider what #7 
ang Þ Wonder of providence it is, that all your. F 
g of FIAMON' , parts and organs , thar;ſo.,many 4 
heir | 
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| - The Preface. 
EF arteries, nerves and vains, ſhould be kept if 
wh order-one year to. an end ? If.you have n9 
Ft pains or fickneſs to admoniſh you , do you 
not 'know what a fragile thing is fl_th 2 which 
as the flower faldeth , doth baſten to corru- 
ption and to duſt > How ſhort is your abode 
1n your preſent dwelling like to be, in com- 
pariſon of your abode 1m duit and darkneſs > 
And can you have while now to waſte ſo 
many hours, in the adorning , the eaſing and 
the pampering of ſuch a lump of rotrenneſs, 
= and forget the part that l;ves for ever > Muſt Þ 
{lf "You ſtay on earth ſo ſhort a time, and have Roy 
WW you any of this little time to ſpare? Yea lo fed 
' much of it as you daily waſte, jn idl:zneſs, yed 
© play and vain curioſity ? Fai 
E Diſt, 2. Do you ſober'y conſider , whar Ja ' 
k- work you have for al] your time? and on {co 
= how important a bu'ineſs you comes. into the Yan 
wi” world? Believeit, O man and Woman, it jon 
js to doall that ever muſt>be done, ro pre- | 
& pare for an everlaſting life > Endleſs Joy or aby 
"miſery is the certain reward, and conſequent bot 
E of the ſpending of your preſent Time: And ml 
=O that God, would open your eyes., to ſee FA 1 
3 How much you have to do, in orcer to this 
WB erernal end ! You have ignoranr minds | 
Ewhich muſt be infirufted , and knowledge is - | aft 
F * not eafily and quickly got! Poor Mititters {it 
” c; Chriſt can tel] you that, who with mary Þ Not 
years Jabour can ſcarce bring one half a 
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The Preface. | 
ariſh to underſtand the very Principles of 
o Mhe Chriſtian Religion, You have ſouls de- 
u prayed by original fin, and turned from God, 
h Fand enſlaved ro the world and fleſh; and 
- [rheſe muſt be renewed and Regenerate : 
C ou muſt have a new and holy nature, that 
- you may haye a new and holy life. How 
> {many falſe opinions have you to be une 
o KHtaught> How many weighty leflons to learn ? 
1 ZHow many pernictous cuſtoms to be chan=- | 
#ged > How many powerful corruptions to be 
+ Jmortified > How many temptations to be 
n : overcome 2 How many graces to be obtain= >: 
» ſed? and then to be exerciſed, and ftrengthen-" /- + "i 
ed, and preſeryed? Is it eaſfie to ger a ſolid**.-M 

faich> a tender heart? a faithful conſcience 7 
© fa fervent defire and love to God > a quietn 
2 {confidence and truſt? a well guided zeal> 
> (Yand preſerving fear > an abſolute refignati- 
t 


"=" 3 


q ons ſelf-denyal and obedience > a hatred of 

fall fin? a love to holineſs? a fitneſs and 
abſlity for every duty > a love to our neigh= 
bour as our ſelves? a true love to our ene». 
mies ? a contentedneſs with our condition >” 

Ea readineſs and joyful willingneſs ra die? a 

x certainty of the pardon of a}] our fins, and 

J of our title to e:ernal happineſs > a longing 

J after the coming of Chrift? a publick ſpt- 

J rit, wholly devated tothe common good > Ts it 

| nothing ro do all that whi k y ui i ave to do, 

I 10 meditation, 1n 0-45" n,,1 Prayer, _ 
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rin, educating children, in teaching and go-M 
HER - vorning your families; in all duties cf yourP# 

i . other relations? to . ſuperiours 2 to inferi- 2 
j. outs? to. equals? to neighbours? to ene- | 
mies? toall? Is it nothing to order and go- 
vein your hearts ? your tho!ghts 2 your pai- * 
ſions? your tongues? Alas, firs, have you ' 
Ha all this todo? and yet can you have while to 4 
vu -11:g, and game, and play and fool away your ; 


* TATE; 


Time > If a poor man had but ſix pence in |; 
*his purſe, ro buy bread.for himſelf and for his * 
family, and would give a groart of it to ſee 
F aPoppet-play, and then diſpute that Poppet- | 
- ny are Jawful , how would :you judge of ' 
' his underſtanding and his praftice > O how ! 
much worſe is min you { as the caſe is more [ 
- weighty, ) when- you have but alittle uncer- { 
- tain. Time, to.do {ov much, ſo great, ſo neceſ- ; 
- fſaryworkin, to leave it almolt all undone , * 
| and throw. away that Time, on 'cards and | 
playes and ſenſuality and idleneſs>_I tell | 
|  -you, Time, is a moft pretious thing : more 
-, Pxetious than gold , or jewels , or fine 
- cloaths:3 and, he is incomparably more F 
'fooliſh , that throws away his Time, than {| 
'he. that throws away his gold, or trampleth j}' 
- his cloaths or ornaments 1n the dirc. This, 
this-55. the fooliſh. pernicious prodigality, 
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91:ft: 3, Have you deeply. confidere d 
82" that fins condition _ Yhich all your Z 
7 Tire is given you to prepare for > Doth 1t 
Z nct awaken and amaze thy ſoul, to think 
3 what. it is to: be for ever ; I ſay, for ever, 3 
1 in 7oy. or Miſery? m Heaven or Hell ? one * 
7 of theſe will certainly and ſhortly be thy pox» ® 
er | tion, whatever unbelief may ſay againſt it.2 # 
: ” 1 O what a heart hath that  flupthed finner » 7} 
"I; that can idle away that little Time,.which is - 
| allotted: him to prepare for his eyerlaſting - 
7 ſtate > That knoweth he ſhall have bur-this 7 
| baſty life ro win or loſe eterna] Glory in, and 
j can play it away as if he had nothing todo . 
/ with it>. and Heavenand Hell were indiffe- 
4 rent to. him ? or were but inſignificant 
* words? | 
1 Owft.q. What maketh you fo lth to dyes 
{ if Time be. no more worth than to caſt away M8 
1 unprofiably > The worth of Time, is for the 
{ - work that is to be done in Time> To zaman _ 
| ina palfie, an Apoplexie ,, a. madnels', that | 
cannot make uſz of it, it 1s little worth 3 IF -- 
you were fick and like to die this night,would 
you not pray that you migit live a little Jon= 
. ger? I beſeech you cheat not your ſouls. by 
willful ſelf-deceit, Tell me , or tell Your - 
conſciences, How would. you form ſuch a 
prayer to God for your recovery if you were 
now fick > Wou'd you ſay, Lord give:me a. 
litle more Time to play at cards and. dice - 
B 2 | 10 2 47 
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Ein? Let me ſee a few more, Maskes and 


me-playcs/ Let me have a little Time more-to 
WE pleaſe my fleſh, in idleneſs, feaſtings and the #3 
38 pleaſures of worldlineſs and pride ! Did you } 
AE cver find ſuch a prayer in any Prayer book > 

a Would you not rather ſay , Lord youchſafe 


in 
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He _Luſe.5. 1s the work, that you were made 
for bitherto well done? Are you regenerate 
and renewed to the Heavenly nature > Arc you 
|  firong and ftabliſhed in grace? Have you 
= made ſure of pardon and falyation? Are 

- your hearts in Heaven ? and is your daijl 

| coyerſation there > And are you ready wit 
= well grounded hope and peace, to wellcome 
[= death, and appear in judgement? If all this 
$1 Fere done, you had yet no excuſe for idling 
>” away one day 'or hour, becauſe there is ſtill 
more work to do, as long as you haye time 

| 0.80 It. { andifthis were done, you would 
+ aavye that within you, which weuld not ſufter 
yaw to caſt away your time, ) Burt for theſe 
men or women to be paſling away Time in 
-- floth or yanity, who are utterly behind hand, 
| and haye loſt the moſt of their lives already, 
08 are yet unregenerats and firangersto a 
"Ha * | new 


Loans 
— 
ſj; 
7% 
Ju 


Fo) 
\-— 3 Pa Sg mg CIs " ” - Ty, a n _ _ 
Go eaaon Fete Ee cor 


s  frochere ixmd hope of this. A& this part well, 


The Preface- be 
new and heavenly life, and are unpardoned 2 
and in the power and guilt of fin, and unrea- 
dy to die, and ſhall cerrainlybe for eyerloſts:Þ 
if they die before that" grace renew them , I'y 
ſay again, for ſuch-as theſe to be ſporting away > 
their Time, is a praftice which fully juſtifi= 3 
eth the holy Scriptures, when they call ſuck 
perſons, Fools, and ſuch as bave no underſtand="1 
;1g, unleſs it be to do- evil, and ſuccesfully des 3 
ſtroy themſelves, % 4 

Dueſt. 6, Do you think if you neglefF aud) 
loſe your Time , that evi you ſhould come again 
into this world, ro ſpend it better? If you . 
idle away this life, will God cyer give you 
anorher kere> If you do not your work well, i 
ſhall you ever come again to mend it 2 Ono 


for as you do it, you muſt ſpeed for eyer;;: 
There is no coming back to corre& your. er-'| 
rours..- 'I have clſewhere told you, that-i5 : 
muſt be Now or Neve, And yet 'haye, your" 
Time to ſpare on Vanity > — IE: t 
Duſt. 7, Do you mark what dying-meu | 
fay of Time, and how they value it > (unleſs 
they be blocks that are paſt feeling, } How-/ 
ordinarily do good and bad: then wiſh, -thar 
they had ſpent Time better, and cry out, 7 
that it were to ſpend again > Then they. . ang 
promiſing, O if it were to do again, 
would ſpend that time in heavenly Jives,and- 
fruitful obedience , which we ſpent in curio- © 
B 3 ſity, 


Eee The Preface. 

| fity, idleneſsand ſuperfluous ſenſual delights * Mor - 
Then they. cry, O that Gad would renew our MF ſpo 
Time ,- and once more try us how we will @ wo 
+ Fpend .it- - Alas:firs, why ſhould w.ſe men fo I + 
Fmuch differ in health and fickneſs ! Why jt yo 
"fhould that time be vitificd pow, which will A pa 


WINGED feem ſo precious then? 2 ip 
SEE Lf. S. How think you the miſerable i th 


IEEE fouls in Hell would value Time, if they were 7 yc 
WEEE 7fain ſent hither, and tryed with it againon } p' 
REF the terms as we are? Wound chey feaſt jt | 
+ way, 2nd play it away as you. do now; and 
Wet thenſay, Arenat playes and .cards and feaſt- 
- ing Jawful 2 Every#ool will be wiſe too late , 
1 Math. 25.3.8, 11. Bethink you what their 
- Experience teacherh them, and Jet warning 
[ make you wiſe more ſeaſonably, and at a 
cheaper rate. 

' Duet. 9. Do you believe that you muſt 
L give:an account of your Time? and: that 
Fu muſt look back from Eternity on the 


- 


| "in 'Heatr-ſearching , and Hcart-reforming 
+ and learning and praRifing the word- of God, 
Woes or 
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The. Prefaees. © Oo 
or -in thoſe which you ſpent upon 'needleſs'-1 
ſports, *curiofity or 1dJeneſs >- Do .now as you +3 
would defire you had done. > ++, + 3 
3 DO2. 10, How do ycu now wiſh that 7 
y & you had ſpent the Time which is -already 
paſt > Had you not rather that it had been 3 
2 ſpent in fruitful holineſs and 'good works, * 
Z than in idleneſs and fleſhly pleaſures > If not, 
7 you have nor ſo much as a ſhadow of Re- : 
7 pentance ; and therefore can have no Juſt ; 
* conceit that you are forgiven? If yea, then 
4 why will you do that for the Time to come, .' 
7 which you wiſh for the time paſt thac you | 
7 had never done? And hereby ſhew that your 
| Repentance is hypocritica], and will not prove - 
the pardon of your fin? For fo far as any 
| man truly Repenterh , he 1s reſolved not to. 
do the likes if ic were to do again, under the 
like temptations. | 

Duſt, 11, Do you know who attendeth | 
you while you are loitering .away your Thme2-- 
[ have elſewhere r6}d you , thar the patience 
and mercy of God 1s waiting on you : that * 
Chriſt is offering you -his -grace, 'and the 
holy ſpirit moving you-to- a wiſer and a ber 
ter courſe ; that Sun and Moon and all-the ; 
Creatures here on earth, are offcring -you © 
their ſervice : Beſides Miniſters and all other 
helpers of your ſalvation : And muſt all theſe 
wait ypon you whye .you ſerve the fleſh, and: 
vilifie your Time, and live as for nothing >” ;+ 
./B 4 Buſt, I2c 
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The Preface. = 

Oueſt. 12. Do you conſider what youW@iſbs! 

loſe m the loſs of Time; That time which 9"*? 

you are gaming or idling away, you might VAT 

\ have ſpent in entertaining grace, in heavenly T) 
converſe , in holy pleaſures, 1n making your fu 


falvation ſure. And all this you Joſe in your JUner 
loſe of Time : which all your ſports will ? pan 
cou. 


never compenſate, | 
Deſt. 13. Is the Dcvil idle while you are the 
| 34]? Night and day he is ſeeking to devour | © 
By you: And will you, like the filly bird, fit | 2 
ma chirping and ſinging in your wanton pleaſures, | foo 
when the Devils gun is ready to give fire at . of 
you2 If you faw but how bufie hz is about 
you, and for what, you would be bufier your |, "© 
"felves for your own prefervation , and leſs © Y® 
'*bubie in doing nothing than you are, y JC 
Luft. 14, Do you really take Chriſt, and | Y* 
his Apoſtles and Saints, to be the fitteſt pat= | 
tern for the ſpending of your time? If you 
- do not, why do you uſurp the name of Chri- | 
ſtians : Is hea Chriſtian who would not live ; e 
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like Chriſtians > or that taketh not Chriſt for 
his Maſter and Example > But if you ſay , 
'Yea; I pray you then tell us how much 
'Time- Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles, did ſpend 
at cards, ordice, or ftage-playes > how mnch 
n curiofity about dreſſing-and ſuperfluous or= #% 
| naments > about unneceſſary pomp and - | 
| courtſhip; how much in ſluggiſhneſs, idle- 
| nels and yain diſcourſe > or how much infur- 

niſhng 
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b The Preface. _. he 
on diſheng their bodies , their attendants, their'2 
ich #habitations with matter of ſplendour and } 
ht vain glory ? Did they waſte ſo much of the. * 
aly day, In nothinzs , and need-nots as our floth- © 
ur # ful ſenſual Gentry do > Or did they not ra- 
ur {ther ſpend their time in holy living and fer-: 
ill Ivent praying, and in doing all th* good they 

'could to the ſouls and bodies of all about F 
14 _ them? and inthe labours of a lawful bodily - 
Ir | employment > Write after this copy, rather - V 
5+ ; than after that which is ſet by the ſenſual* "i 

fools of the world, if you make any account: | 
t . of Gods acceptance! Do as the Saints did, 
t - if you will ſpeed as they; orelſe for ſhame. 
- / never honour their names and memorials to - 
your own condemnation ! If you will ſpend 
* your Time as the fleſh and the world teach - 

you, rather than as Chriſt hath taught you » 
' you muſt Jook for your payment from the-” 
* fleſh and the world, And why: then® Fi 
- Baptiſm did you renounce . them and vow {WF 
4 to follow Chriſt > Be not deceived, God 35 nab 3 gif 
; mocked, for whatſoever & man (oweth , that 
ſhall be alſo reap, For be that ſowith to + Wl 
his fliſh , (hall of the fleſh reap .corrution + ' i 
\. but he that ſuwtth to the ſpirit , ſhall of the - 
ſpirit reap life everlaſting z Gal. 6.7, 8. Be= Wh 
; think you what the reaſon was that the ane - | 
- cient Fathers and Churches, ſo much cog- 
demned the gojng to the ſpeCiacles of '” | 
Theaters 3 and why the Canons made it {| 
i Bs. kak « 
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Reader, if thou think this counſel] or re- 


USE prehenfion too preciſe or ſtrit, grant me * 


- but this reſonable requeſt , and I, have my 
r end [ Live in the World but with a foul that 
- 28 awake, ihar ſober'y conſidereth what haſte 
Time maketh, and how quick'y thy glaſs will 


#&1- be zun out; how faſt death is coming, and 
WE. how ſoon it will be with thee > What a work 


- tis to get a carnal unprepir:d ſoul ro be 


Wt renewed and made holy, ond titted for ano- 
Jil] ther world ; What a terrible thing iT will be 
[i - I _ * - r * 
{ to lie on a death-bed with a guilty Conſc1- 


- Ence , unready to die, and utter]y uncc:tain 
whither thou muſt next go , and where thou 


7 muſt abide for eyer ! Foreſee but what -uſe 
my of thy preſent times will be moſt pleaſing or 
ll i diſpleafing to thy thoughts at jaſt, and ſpend 
hy now but as thou wilt wiſh chou hadit ſpent 


-ﬆ; and value it, but as it is vaiucd by all when 
* K1s Fore; Uſe it but as true Reaſon tellerh 
thee will make moſt tothy endleſs happ neſs, 
and as is moſt agreeable ro the ends of thy 
_ Creation and Redemption ; and as beſ-em- 
eth that man who ſ{ob:rly and often think- 
eth whar it is tobe either in Heaven or Hell 
for ever, and to have no more bur this pre- 
ſent ſhort. uncertain life , to decide that 
queſt;on, 


"3 The Preface.” hs 
ce queſtions [ which muſt be thy lot? ] ard tf 
ſ- Zmake all the preparation that ever muſt be 

#made for an «ndlels life ] I ſay, do out thus |} 

[Flay out thy Tine as Reaſon ſhould command 
{Za Reaſonable creature, an4l defire no more. -| 
21 have warned thee in the words of truth ; 
y JF and faithfulneſs ; The Lord give thee a heart - 
t 7 to take this warning !_ 
2 


7 Seht. 23s Thy compaſſionate 
1667, | Monitor , 


Rin, Baxter, : $ 
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Epheſ. 5. 16. 
Redeem the Time , becauſe the dyes 


are evil. 


$, Hileſt 1 berhought my | [ [ 
{elf of a portion of ho- | 'þ 
; Li 


VP 'Y 
. 
D 


WEE oc. 


b ; agreement with the | 
| preſent ſeaſon ; - this þ j 

ſhort ſentence offered it {elf unto my | 
_ mind. | 


F2 The Redemption of Time. 


| " mind. At the firſt I rejected it as im- 
[i ſerious view, methought it was the WFull « 
{ 


II: pertinent , bur after a ſecond and more | 

[1 

Wt moſt fir Scripture that I could make *# cour 

[ choice of, on this occaſion. : © as: | 
| for howbeit it hath pleaſed the Þ wilc 

In common ſort of men , to ſtile * her 

'\0f theſe feſtival dayes with the name | fri 

| l of good times; yer by reaſon of the |, rhe 

groſs abuſage , to which the corrup- 7 a « 


W tion-of men hath made them ſubje&t, - } ca 
ih they may very well receive an aera- || fe 
ul q tion of their title, and ina quite con= | w 
I} trary phraſe, be "rermed evil dayes ; ir 

Jl! yea , and that in the higheſt degree of || © 
{all, the worſt of dayes, Now in this _ C 

. 


| rime wherein time 1s ſo laviſhly miſ- 
| ſpent ;. I hope it cannot ſeem uncon- 
| venient , or untimely , to give a brief 
| exhortation concerning the right uſe 
| of Time.. 

W Theſe words which I have read , 

| Wn lead us into that path : being part of 


' an cxhortation begun in the former ] 
verſe, 


The Redemption of Time. _ 3-* 
Ferſe, There-in general he hadex- _ 
1 orted them to be moſt ſtrictly care- 
Ffull of their wayes, and to divect their 
#courſe of life in ſuch reſpective ſort , 
%as they might deſerve the name of 
{ wiſe, not unwiſe men : commending 
| herein unto them and us, that very 
- ſtrifneſs and preciſeneſs , "wherewith: 
þs ; the world hath now long {ince pickt - 
' a quarrel and fallen out. And be-- 
; cauſe this was but a general rule , he. 
ſeconds it with ſome particulars, by W 
- which we may be led on to the like yg 
inſtances in other matters. -The firſt it 
of theſe ſpecials is placed in the well 
diſpoſing of Time , in this verſe : 
; Where having ſet down the duty of - 
4 Chriſtians in this behalf, he backsir 
with a reaſon ; which in it ſelf and. | 
ro a ſpiritual underſtanding , Is moſt | 
ſound and firm, bur to the carnal. } 
judgement of a carnal man , is void: | 
of all ſoundneſs and reaſon; The. | 
duty 1s, to buy out the Time, totrafe; 
hique with j it, as men d0 with WAFS. ;. 
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Wa The Redemption of Time. - 
& and. when ir is in othef- mens hands } 
( as I may ſay) to give ſomething 
(yea, any thing ) thar we may get it 
into our own hands for good uſes. ": 
He means , that we ſhould nfs our ': 
greateſt care and diligence ( eventhat |} « 
which we would employ in matters * ; 
moſt nearly concerning us ) to win all | « 
the time we poſſibly can , for the du- | 
ties of Religion and Godlineſs. His - 
| argument to confirm this exhortatt- 
on, 1s. taken from the contrary , (if _ | 
we look on it with a carnaleye, it | 
will ſeem inconſequent., balting , and 
not able to bear up the Concluſion ) 
If 1s, becauſe the days are evil : that is, 
the cuſtoms and manners ofthe great- 
g cft- part of men that live, are wick- 
ed and lewd. Now. becauſe the num- 
"' þ 9 ber. and. rout of the world is 10 
{ fkrongly | bent to all manner of un- 
tz godlineſs, as that they have even 
| tainted the time it ſelf, and corrupted 
| | the very dayes; the Apoſtle would 
-#' therefore have the Epheſrans , _ 
RT other . 
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The Redemption of Time, 5 I 


nds | other Chriſtians ſo nuich the more 


ns J:nduſtrious, to take all ſeaſons and oc- 

- Ir Fcalions for the bettering of themſelves. 

=. ": Becauſe other men are naught , and 
r 


= #ſtarknaught, therefore ought fairhful 
"ac o Chrittians to be good, and very good, 
2 Fand to turn all opportunities to this 
ul | endand uſe, that they may be furthe- 
- ' rancesto makethem. S009. 


' The world would have fratned: a 
more crooked conclufion from this 
- ground, andhaveſaid , Becauſe men 
- are*ſo generally and extremely bad; 

» ( for thar is noted in ſaying, the days 
are evil) we muſt therefore needs | 
' ftrain courteſie a little , and not be tgo-: 
X ſtrict, leſt we ſhould be over much 3 
different from other men, and incur & 
the by-name of Singulariſts. Bur: $ 
the Apoſtle telleth us, that becauſe: 
the waves of men are exceſſively diſ-' | 
ordered, and' full of naughtineſs , we”. | 
ſhould beſtow ſo much the more. | 
pains, that we might not be carried. 
| down 
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T7 6 The Redemption of Time, . | 
FI down the violent fireaF{ and deluge oy 
LH unſandified living ; and unto this in: 
rent ſhould earneſtly watch , and di4 
ligently take all good occaſions of get-Khou 
ting and doing good. You ſee in part im 
the meaning of this ſhort ſentence ,Jhou 
which containeth a few words indeed , deal 
but 1s ſtufr full of worthy matter , xan 
which (according as my weakneſs can *Þor! 
attain) I ſhall ſtrive to ſpread before Xlſe 


your eyes, unfolding it in ſuch man- 
ner , as that you may perceive the 
things , that lay therein cloſely wrap- 
ped up before. | 

Dot. The point which the words 
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ll e .timz. Good hours and opportunities 
+ Price : and whoſoever will have his 
li foul thrive, muſt not ſuffer any of 
a]. theſe bargains of Time to paſs him, 
| but muſt. buy up, and buy out all the 
i minutes thereof,. Nu man of trade 
| = 


offer to our conſideration at: the firſt * 
faght;is this, That all Chriſtians ought ! 
| to be very $00d husbands for their | 


W < are merchandize of the higheſt rate & 


ak 
2 wil 
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The Redemption of Time, #7 
F2n be more reful to chaffer , and 
Jcal in the moſt gainful things that 
@$crtain to his occupation , than we 
et-Fhould be to deal in this ware of 
IrtMWime , wherein every Chriſtian 1s, or 
e , Jhould be a well taught and practiſed 
1, dealer. As ſach kind of men ( if they 
 , Xan either make mony themſelves , or 
n borrow it of their friends , yea , or 
e xlſe (ſuch is the greedineſs of men” ) 
- takeir up of the Uſurer ) will not let 
e flip any commodity wherein they 
- {haveskill , and are perſwaded that it 
2 will bring in large profit within a 
| Fſhort time of return : ſo ſhould every 
7g0od man uſe all diligence ( for di- 
} ligence is in ſtead of mony here, and 
ou in;ſtead of coin) to gain every 
" day, every hour, and every minute , 
# ( ſo much as may be poſſible ) from all 
] nnprofitable a&ions , and over- F 
| worldly affairs , to beſtow the ſame _ i 
7 on the duties of Religion and godli-- if 
| neſs. This being ſuch a parcel of warez. 
7 as if it be wiſely beſtowed, when ie 
. | is: 
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8 The Redemption of Time. 
is heedfully gotten , will come: iYy 
again with both hands full of profit, 
for recompence of ones pains taken ihab] 
that behalf. This ſelf-ſame exhortaKonſi 
tion, this ſame Apoſtle delivers in. {nd 
many words unto the Colofſians , whetorl 
he ſaith, Walk wiſely towards themns, 
that are without, and redeem the time;y 
Col. 2. 5.. See how Paul, an old4 
beaten and experienced dealer in theſ2 
matters for the ſoul , doth neither for-3 
ger nor neglect to teach his appren-F |, 
tices ( as I may call-them ) the very3Ch 
ſecrets and myſteries of the trade of $Cit 
good livins , whereof this is-one, evenal(; 
the thrifty laying out and -getting in{anc 
of time : which being repeated-to the :jn 
Coloſſians, { as well as delivered to, thi 
theſe Epreſians) comes with a double | if 
charge upon our minds, to make us !! ;h 
heediul in theſe bargains. And that 7 ,; 
- Excc{lent petition of Aoſcs { the man || f 
of. God ). doth mean nothing elſe bur Zh; 
this, when in. other words he faith , | tt 
Teach'me (6 to number my days, that I || i 
; may p 


” Gay apply my heart to wi aom , P[.90» 
fit [9 Fee be menu > God would 
N!Sable him with grace, ſo ſeriouſly to 
taBonſider of the ſhortneſs of this life , 
1. {nd the tranſitorineſs of this preſent 
c:orld; as that he might take all occaſi- 
©9ns, and uſe all means to bend his heart 
7e;$9 the ſeeking and obtaining of the true 
Idnowledge of God and himſelf, and fo 
12Fhe true fear of God , which is the be- 
#inning of wiſdom. 

* And the want of this husbandry 
"YIChriſt doth mournfully lament in the 
City of Jeruſalem, ſetting out unto us 
NYalſo the grievous and diſmal effe&s 
and conſequenrs 'of rhis heedleſneſs , 
ein regard of taking time , and uſing: 
grhe fit opportunity : O ( faith he 
- * if thu hadſt even known, at the leaſt in 
© this thy day, thoſe things that pertain 


from thine eyes,&0. Luke 9.42. asif 
# hehatiſaid , Hitherto thou aſt had 
9 the: means to learn what. made fox 
# thy good;, and what might have pres 
So '_ vented 


F 
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1 unto thy (peace! but now are they hid 
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If” alter be wantins to thee 


Er io teens 


vented thy ruine, and if thou had. c. 
but even at this laſt hour marked —H 
and eonfidered them , thou mighteſtf } 
have eſcaped theſe fearful judgements ;F "_ 


| but now tha: thou haſt been all this: 


while wanting to God , he will here-J..ng 
1 thou whe 
ſhalt never have any true knowledge | 
of theſe things, nor ever avoid theſe J'7.r 


: Wh IT 
miſerable calamities. Becauſe they * 

| .4, | FOYL 
did not uſe time , whilſt time did } 
ſerve, to repent and turn to God, | 

| ? | ſuc 
therefore after , it was too late, God 
would not hear them nor help them. ,! x. 
They that reſuſe the good offer of |; 1... 


a good bargain from God , ſhall not | þ,, 
have this bargain offered again art 


their pleaſure; yea God will not deal , ys 
with them at their leiſure , that Þ q, 


would not deal with him at his lei- F 
ſures And Wiſdom ( in Solomon's | 5, 
wiſe book of Proverbs ) ſpeaks to this y 
effe&t of ungodly men, Prov. 1.24, ; _ 
25, 26, 27. That when their miſery | n 


i 


comes , ſhe will laugh at them , be- : 
cauſe | 


Pay 


” VEN 


—— 
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.\Fauſe when ſhe gave her good inſtru- 
ations to prevent this miſery , they 
 Baughed at her, ; 
.'{ The negle& of raking the fit time 
Land occaſion to follow Wiſdom's 
{wholeſome counſel, and to come 
ivwhen ſhe calls, plungeth ſcornful 
:men into ſuch a depth of milery , as 
{that there is no means of recovery. 
For when wiſdom laughes* a man to 
ſcorn , whither ſhall he repair for 
ſuccour 2 And to this intent ( of 
' husbanding our time well } notable 1s 
': the ſaying of the ſame Apoſtle in ano- 
ther place, bidding us, whilſt we 
 havetime, do good toall, Gal. 6. 10. 
” as much as if he had told us, that 
; time muſt ſo much. the rather be be- 
] flowed in doing good , ( and then it 


1s” redeemed ) becauſe we have no WW 


: ſuch great ſtoreof it, as we do fool- 
| iſhly imagine, The veſſel of time is  #f 

not ſo full, (as moſt men dream ) # 
nay, it will ſoon come to the bot- 
tom 5 'tis then wiſdom to ſpare be- 
| time, 


i2 The Redempfyon of Time. 
time, and not in the very dregs and 
lees. All theſeplacesdo in moſt plain 
manner confirm the point , vzz. that 
every Chriſtian muſt be very ſaving 
and thrifry of his time, that 1s, muſt 
convert all occaſions to the good of 
His ſoul, and furthering of his reck- 
oning, not ſuffering by his will any 


hour or minnte ( more than needs | 


muſt ) to be laid out in any thing, 
but matters that may fir him for a 
better lite. This 1s in truth. to have 


ones converſation in Heaven , when 


one upon the leaſt occaſion 1s ready 


to make one ſtep further thither- þ 
wards : when one gives all his time 


to God , but ſo much as may be more 
eſpecially to religious exerciſes , and 


- ſuch things as do after a peculiar 
| ſort make for a better life ; not let- 


ting ſlip any, means of furtherance , 
that is offered him this way. Now 


for your better direction in this ſa- 


ving thrift , and for the more full gn- 
derftanding of this point, and more 
- caſte 
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ie practifing of this needful duty , 
infþurpoſe to ſtand ſome while in ſhew- 
atfs theſe rwo things. Firft ,, from 


SMiar time is to be redeemed. Se-" 


it@ndly , what the time is which muſt 
ff redeemed. 
- F For the firſt , we muſt underfand , 
y War there be five Huckfters of time 
S | ry Cormorants and Insrofſers of 
» Mis precious ware , wht ich betWixt 
L cm { for the moſt ; par: ) getnp all 
| kc hours of mens lives , not ſuffering 
k je foul to enjoy {> much 25 an hour 
br its own ule , Upon th? beſt occa- 
Wn to benefit. it ſelf, Theſe thieves, 
When I have told you their names, 
Ewill difcribe more at large. They 
=, 7. Vain ſports. 2. Vain ſpeeches, 
|. Immoderate fleeping or flug- 
Jiihneſs, 4. Vain thoughts. Laſt- 
/ , Immoderate followins of 
Forldly buſinefſes and atfairs. Play, 
atling , fleeping , fooliſh thinking, 
Eceſlive rooting in the earth, Now 
br theſe fond ſports ( amongſt 
= C which 


14 


only + , 
"for theſe things will make a man eimhe 
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which I comprehend riotous fea 
ing and belly-chear, a companion « 
gaming, for the moſt part , and al 
that trifling and womaniſh diſeaſ 
of curiouſneſs in putting on - apparel 
tor theſe (I ſay ) it is eaſe to proviſ;y 
that they do eat up theſe good hourggy 
which otherwiſe would much ing i: 
rich the ſoul of man. Solomon (thy 

wiſeſt of meer men that lived {inch ea 


Par 


. Adam ) hath ſer it down as a ſur, 


rule ( that neyer fails , ſcarce ever ads 
mits exception ) That he which loviFkhe 
paſtime ſhall be poor , and he that low 2, 
wine and oyl ſhall not be rich ,- Provihga 
21.17, If this ſaying be underſtooShe 
of the body, it is moſt trueKyr 


tremely reedy in the midit of largyp 


poſſeſſions, and plenteous revenuaigque 


Bur if we apply it to the foul, ( asFand 
ſee no cauſe why it may not be ap#ya: 
plied to both ) it is moſt univerſallfon 
true, He that is ſo wedded to hifgiq 
pleaſures, and beſotted upon vai 
| : delightsy 


The Redemption of Time. 
lights , as that the current of his 


alFfe 15 carried that way , or elſe too 
1 (Freat a part of the ſtream 1s turned 


allWither ; ſhall be deſtitute of under-. 


p 


eal-anding , fhall have a naked, ragged, 
©Wtter'd ſoul : and that comes , be- 
»VR:uſe he hath not uſed his time well , 
u!$y the right employment whereof he 
hight have got wealth for his better 
thiþart, 1 mean, unto his mind and 
nHheart. Athreed-bare heart, needy of 
u'F:nuwledge, comes from a voluptu- 
albus life ſtuffed with pleaſures. And 
vFhe Prophet 1/aiah cries out, Chap. 5. 
VMr2, with a woful and a better cry 
9Soainſt thoſe which had the Timbrel , 
>0Fhe Pipe , and the Harp in their feaſt , 
X Þur would not regard the work of 
eimthe Lord : all their dayes were taken 
r;Fup in cating and drinking, in ban- 
cgqueting and feaſting , in good chear 
SFand merry-making , ſo that there 
P3was no time to meditate and think 


lion thoſe aflitions , whereby God © 
hfdid warn them to repentance and if 


als ly amend- 
t58 
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+6 The Redemption of Time. 
amendment ; which is moſt cuntrar# 
to this duty of rcdceming ihe time h,., 
for all this time is even {oſt and cal het 
away, And had we no other prooW17., 
than our own experience in this be. x 
half, would it not manifeſtly con, 
vince, that he which deſires to rc-#* Kh 
deem the time, muſt flie theſe vain, , 
delights and ſports 3 For do we notH,;. 
plainly ſee , what a canker it 1s in a þ 
number of mens lives? when: ( many 
days ) they beſtow three or four hour... " 
rogether , yea , half the day , it not.» 
the whole » in Dicing., Carding,F.; 
Bowling , Shovel-board , of the Bike ſacl 
idle (1f not wicked ) exerciſes 2 doths Lin 
not this waſte and pour forth timeJ; 
over-laviſhly 2 Or can that man havef A 
fo n-uch reſt and quie: , or ſo much fir ff s 
neſs and opportunity ro do good to bi Way 
foul, as his wiſe care in cutting ofi® nd 
theſe needleſs recreations, or vexations: pc '2 
rather, would have afforded him? Forf 
theſe vain pleaſures are n-+ alone mil-% f 
chievous hunderers of ths thrift , 1nþ Ihe 
tha: [ho 


£1 ; 
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Fat - they conſume the very hours 
ghemſelves, but as much , or more 


$:d p oull the affe&ions our of 3 joynt * ſo 
Flat a man 1s driven to take as much 
4 Þatas to ſet his hearc to a $09d exerciſe, 
"5s would well have diſpatched the 
oy Futy , had he not been th 15 unfitted, 
1Now what a miſerable loſs is it when 
1) man is robbed-of his time, and of his 
ro eart both at once ? and ty both 
Kept from reading , praying , medi- 
>" Jatins , examining his heart or any 
Nach "good exercite for his ſouls- ad- 


thy anzage. Wherefore if any- man would 


eg 


1-0 


ports, that they ſhould not ſpoil.him 
p Herve theſe two rules in his ſports; 


Dnd then he ſhall do well in theſe: re- 
157 q” as, 


| #irQ}, ( this beins preſuppoſed, that 

nh 1h do not uſe any recreations , but 
*Fthoſe which he can prove to be in 
> | C 3 them- 
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AQ, in that they diſſettle the hearty, 


#0, prevent theſe vain and fooliſh ' 


» 


"of his x pan and hours :: let him ob - - 


” Roos: 4 —_ mx 
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| - WC 08 th Wh =» WW a. mie Im, 
x"-*47 Sts. = 
ES ou I. 7 = q 
= RR II; 


tman know , that recreation muſt fo'W® 


{ though never ſo lawful in it ſelf} 


' there is no allowance ordinarily for 


18 The Redemption of Time, þ 
thenaſelves lawſul - ) Firſt , I ſay, foE*: 
the beginning of recreation , let every 


nd 
0d 


low labour , for the moſt part : ori 
at any time it £0 before it, it muſt be 


 verylitle , only to fit one for labour $7 


Jon 
nd 
until ſuch time as his body or mind”! 
do ſtand in need of it ; chiefly whenF"< 
they have been bufied in ſome ſuchÞ"?® 
honeft affairs, as by wearying them,P'E 
haye made them unfit to further  la-Þ"" 
bour, ſo that they muſt again belJ'** 
ficted there.o by recreation. Until" 
pains-taking have made the body ory” 


mind not fo well able to take pains ,# ry 


The Lord allows a man no. ſpo 


x.creation. All our ſports and recre-3*- 
ations, if we will uſe them well (18 
ſpeak of thoſe which are lawful ) mus © 
be to our body or mind, as the® Y 
Mowers whetſtone or rifle 1s to his? ſe 
Sythe, to ſharpen it when it grows} * 
dull. He that when his Sythe 1s dul- 7 
| led, 


fo 1, will not ( upon a defire to do 
7erd ore work ) take time to whet it, 
f'Mhall cur leſs, and with more pain, 
;r j$2d more unhandſumely than he need 
-LH&odo; fo he , that when his body or 
or nin 1 is tyred or heavy, will not uſe 
orfome honeſt refreſhing , ſhall do leſs, 
If) ind with leſs dexterity than he 
:n{Fnight. But on the other fide, if the 

Flower ſhould do nothing from 
ch] orning to noon , or from. noon ta 

Eight, but whet , whet , whet, rub- 
2 bing his Sythe, he would both marr 
beyehe Sythe , and be counted an idle 
jg ork-man alſo , for loſing his dayes 
awork , fo he that will run after the 
moſt honeſt delights , when neither 
-Zthe wearineſs of his body, nor heavi- 
% Fneſs' of mind requires the ſame ( but 
rfonly upon a fond Juft or rack! af- 
Jrer them) ſhall in time deſtroy his 
4 wit and ftrength , and -in the mean 
Jo n marvellous unthriftily milſ- 
{ pane his time. Therefore let not a 


f, man: beginthe day with play, though 
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C4 never , 


F 20 The Redemption of Time, ; 
never 19 lawful , unleſs his body « 
mind reautre ſome neceſſary exercilj 
to make it more apt for his calling} 
He that fers into the day ſportingly 
ihall- be ſure to gorhrouph it, eithe 
tumpiſhly or fir fully , much more 1 
he ſpend all the day from morning 
to night in playing ; ler it benever {ol 
much holy-day , or have he what 0-% 
ther excuſe he will. - This rule is _ 
beginning of ſports. I 
The ſecond is for the meaſure and 
continuance of them , where this is aF | 
general and a firm dire&ion ; that it} 3 
is not lawful for a man in an ordi-J\. 
nary courſe , ro ſpend more time in} Li. 
any paſtime , upon any day, than in| 
religious exerciſes. -| mean c chiefly | 


C 


[11 n 


private religious exerciles , I ſay, it 15 By 
utterly unizgJul to beſtow a larger : - 
time any diy upon..the moſt Jawiul J._. 
delight, than in privaterekgious cx- ? oo 


erciſes , or at lea% in a cuſtomible 
courſe ſo to do» This is plainly |. 
proved by that which Chriſt ſpeaks | © 

G to | 


v47, 
a 


| p tne Reaempiion of Teme. 27 
Wu, ſaying, Lt. 6. 33. Firſt ſeek, 
e K Cingdow of God ,, and ihe righte« 
iſu:ſs thereof. You ſee here com- 
Y:anded to prefer the ſceking of Hea- 
cn,before any other thing whatſoever, 
0 let that have the chief place in our 
$!5, and ip our lives. Now he that 
C7 rſt ſeeks iN Kingdom of Heaven , 
Tannor beftow more time 1m ſports ot. 
any ſort, than in thoſethings which 
Fo directly make for the ohrai ning 
14 f eternal life , and that righteouſ- 
aÞ<ls which will bring one thereunto : ; 
. Juch as are, hearing and reading the 
 A\WVord , prayins, meditating, exami-- 
| $'ing the heart ' conferring , and the 
| ike. And ſurely this isa moſt equal, 
thing , that the moſt needful duty 
ſhould have the moſt time beſtowed. 
#:ponit. Yea, and it 1s a moſt eaſie. 
file to all forts of men , that have 
[ ſcaſoned their hearts with the true 
fear of God, For if a mans calling 
vc in bodily works, then the very 
Je: rciſes of Religion are arctreſhing. 
L CS” 1 to. 


15 
1 | 
| 
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"22 The Redemption:of Time. | 
to his body, in that he doth for the 
Wl ſpace while they continue , defiit from 
gt bis bodily labour, ( and his calling at- 
1 (08 fords ſufficient ftirring of the body forf 
0 bealth ; ) fo that if he be religiouſly 
minded , and have indeed ſet his de- 
light on God, he may well give as 
{0m much time to theſe actions, as to any 
077 carnal ſports.. Butif any mans calling 
Wil Tye in ſtudy , or ſuch like labour ofthe ſt a 
mind , firſt, the change is a great re-ſſHe: 
freſhing, aud variety a delight , and 
then there be religious exerciſes, which 
will refreſh the mind as well as any: 
iports , and for ſo much exerciſe as 
health requires, it is not long in uſing,. 
becauſe nature is here , as in other 
matters, content with a little, how-T© N 
foever men ſeek excuſes by belying Sex 
her : ſothat at the leaſt, an equal por- Yim 
tion of time muſt be allotted ro God fling 
and Religion : as to ſports and de- 
lights, even of Students, if they will & 
firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God. There- K; 
fore let a man: meaſure out the time of K; 
| ſport- 


". * SIN 
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orting and recreating himſelf, by 
e time he takes to pray , to read , 


iſh meditate, to ſing Pſalms, to con- - 
"Vrr of good ihings, or the like ; and 
y ſow that he haih not liberty from 


ore , in the moſt unoftenſive ſports , 
an in theſe ſervices of Ged. Now 
t a man conform himſelt to theſe two 
les : Begin not to play , till necd of 
dy or mind crave it : Continue not 
ports Jonger than a man hath, or 
all Continue ſome godly private 


y 


5 Fxerciſe of Religion , and he ſhall fave. 


; 
I 


is11me well from his firſt Thief. . 
a s 


"FE Now: comes to be conſidered the. 
3ſext ſpender, or rather robber of. 


- Fime, that is, idle twatling or bab- 


ing , and concerning this , our Savi- - 


4 Chrift deals plainly with us , fay- 


% * 
tC 
Lila?) 
{ —_ 
LC. 


f Bay of judgement : think well: of 


od to employ ordinarily ſo much 
e , Never to employ one minute + 


Ans Trat of every idle word which wen 
- Fall ſpeak, they ſhall give account at the: 
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F24 The Redemption of Time. , 
ſentence , and lay up every word. * 


| Whole body, but of thy tongue alſo: | 
_ and thatnor aloue for wicked words , } 


al 
Thou muſt not alone give account of b: 
thy works,but alfo ofthy words : thou © 
muſt not alone be called to a reckoning i t 
for moving of thy hand, foot, or 


{inful words , harmiul words, ſpeeches 3 
in themſelves infe&ious and rotten ; 
but for idle and waſte words , and not :; 
only for a:mmber oi idle words , for 
a whole throng or fleet of them , bur 
for every idle word. þ 
Now then 1f there be an account | 
co be given, and a reckoning to be | 
made for theſe rubbiſh ſpeeches , {4 
judge, 11 it be not a want of redeeming 4 
the time, to lay it out in ſuch a thing 
as will bring a fore and heavy burden |; 
afterwards with ur repentance to £ 
caſt it oftj. and\ judge 1f he whici # 
makes much of time had not need % 
ake much heed of this ill-ſpdnt j 
breath. Not alone then wicked ſpeak-? 
ins { when one belchcti forth o_=_ 1 
analy 


” 
a A. at 6 IV. 
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rd. and fil:hy words , not ſandcrous and © 
Bbackbiting talk , C-when one whiſpers 
FJ of lis neighbours faulis behind his 
& back, uitcring (perhaps) alſo lying re- 


ports, and fachering that upon bim | 
wich he never d..; or meant ) but 


cycn vain , needleſs, and voprofiiable | Fi 


words, ( wi i tend t0 0 00G OC 
whoicfoms uſ: far the foul on bo dy) 8 
are a mil-ipcaamng of tine, and con- Mt 
trary to ths pron ard cher2fore. 


allo to be iu oi "him chat is this wil 


way thi pang, diſpel d. 


No n Ih 2 talk idly , but he caſts 


vim” 11007 A _—_ dimagce , 8 


even the lots cf awerd, and the loſs F 
of time, two. great lo{lcs, what ever . 


mcn im Sine of ther : And there- . WF 


fore the Hpoſtlo P2117 alſo finds fault | [3 
with a certain {6rt of women that | 


were pratlers , which would go from WM: | 
houſe to. houte , twarling and babling MP 


out frothy fpeech that was good for Wi 
thing , which fault he condemns as FW 
a mater tometbing worſe than 1dle-. 
neſs, 


z6 The Redemption of Time. 
neſs , or doing nothing , when ore 
talks toyes or trifles, and ſpeaks ſha- 
dows or gawds that yield no profit. 
WASuch twatling cuts out the heart of 
Wegood time, for it hath ſeldom any mea- 

[ure , 1t creeps by little and little over 
a. great part of he day , and ſome- 
imes of the night, How many win- 
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a: 01} deal of chaftie geer , that will feed no 
I Iman : a buſte , but abſurd proſecuting * 
We 'Mlof a headleſs and footleſs tale ( as we | V 
*M{/may call it in our phraſe.) The c- +» © 
ther-is a ſetting of ones ſelf, afid ſharp-  * 
( 
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ning of his wit, to, coyn pretty and 
| witty ſcofts and conceits that may 
| {move laughter , and for this end only: 
{both theſe are condemned , as'un- 
Wilawful, and unbeſeeming Chriſti- 
'IſW} ans. ; 
| There 
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. There muſt be a difference made be- 
a Ewixc a ſmooth and pleaſant uttering” 
| Þf ones mind in ſeemly phraſes , and 
f good and delightful rerms aud manner ;. 
3 E this whetting of the wt, to bandy 
wr roſs ſharp and briniſh taunts and” WM 
, Aquirks. Al 
3 Now this pleatanineſs of clic moſt | 
Fhoneſt ſort is not to © uſed as a cu-- 
I ſtom, but in the nacure of a refreſh- 
& ing , when men are dulled for better 
7 matter, For laughter being a power. 
: of Gods creating , and whcoleſome to- Ry 
Z the. body, and therefore lawful, it WW 
4 cannet be unlawful in a ſeemly ſort, - 
- harmleſly to move. laughter by 
; words, but it muſt not be jeſting: 1 
| one muſt not give himſelfroit, and WM 
make 1t his occupation for an 'hour Of 
or two together. Now none can be-- Wh 
16norant, how great an hinderance | 
this vain ſpeech 1s to the well im- 
| ploying oftime. For do we not ſee , 
| thar in many places, whole dayes are 
J calt away mn the deep culf of m—_ 
| an 


& 
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mare dzv oured in gibins and jefting 
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* _ _ - . 
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ichout raking: he ſacred name of God 
Min vain, and Hhuring ones brothers 
Winame , ( voi c2 1s very le|dom > Yer 
pexcelitvely , and not without thruſt- 
[1ng out beirer Matter » W Nich 15 a Srie- 
tyous faulr, Wherefore that we "may 
tbe well may a5aunſt this robber , 
1 "bm us obſcrye diligently theſe rwo 
#'l i rul- > W- 


| Firſt, Letus make conſcience of our 
Mi words, & of the movins of our tongue, 
; lit knowing ic to be a neceſſary duty that 
nee God hach impoſed upon us , to have 
our words a'ways gracious , and fea- 
ſoned. with ſaic, always good for the 


WR... 5 
WO matter, and tempered with witdom for 


the manner. Which pre Cept the Apo- 

le adds preſenily after this , of re- 
d:emins the timefto the Col;fſia 5) 7, 

1 4.5. a5antible partof ir, The Law 
1 of Grace then muſt be the bridle of 
| | | our 


and unprofitable runnagare-vablins ro * 
no purpſc 2 And that whole meals i 


g, 11 3 


+... RI b PS ee? an {30.4092 « 1 
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A ourton5ue, and Wiſdom muſt raign 
2 in eur mouths, fo that we tpeak nothing 
2 but that which may be for ſome pro- 


E fi to our own or others ſoul or body , | 
J being ficly tempered to the preſent 
2 circumſtances of time ,- place , &c. 
j where and when we ſpeak, For the 


FO» 


7 they tend tothe further edification of 
4] the ſoul in ſome matter of Religion ; # 
# but alſo when they be buſted about 
7 ones honcſt outward affairs , and law- 
1 ful callins, this being a grea: furthe- 
| rance to godlineſs, that a man may 
1 know how ( and accordingly practiſe 
4 it ) to follow his calling with dexterity 
> and wiſdom. | 
+ Now he that would not have un- 
@ necefJary trifling words ſteal into his 
4 heart, and out of his mouth, and ſo 
# ſpoil him of 5ocd ſeaſons , muſt fer it 
7 down, as a thing to which his con- 


1 ſcience is bound , ( 2s well as notto 


1{lye, ſwear, or ſlander ) not to ſpeak 
s one word, whereof he cannot give 


. ſome 


; words are gracicus , not alone when 


| 30 The Redemption of Time. | 
| ſome reaſon from the good that he doth 
| aim at in ſpeaking of it. . And every 

man muſt know , "that having let ſlip 

ſuch a word , he hath committed ſuchſj 

a fin, as makes him [yable ro Gods, 
| judgement , and the ſentence of con- 4: 
| demnation. | 
The want of reſolving the heart jj Ji 
thus , cauſeth many to take liberty to F; 
their tongues , ( and harmful liberty Y, 
it is ) and yet to think they have done 7} 
[1 

1 

| 

[ 1 

i 
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no harm to themſelves in ſo doins. 7 
And therefore the common excuſe of /? 
ſuch twatlers is this : T' hope thar it % 
is no harm : yea, but what good 7 
was it ? Tfitwere not directed to ſome } 
good, it hath done harm , for it hath * 
broken Gods Commandment , and ſet 
thy ſelf deeper indebt than thou waſt (: 
before, thou haſt one treſpaſs more |; 
to-anſwer for , before Geds Tribunal; 2 
no man ſhall ever avoid this puddle, 
that will not be perſwaded it 1s a dam- | 
nable ſin ro ſtep into ir. Firſt then , 


labour to convince thins heart , and | : 
frame 


Blk -. SEE 


4 7 peaking. + 
= Secondly, for honeſt comely 
Ucn Emirh in ſpeect, ( beſides that it muſt 
ods Fnot reliſh ofluſt, nor ſavour of malice 
ON- Y:nd prophaneneſs , for then it is worſe 

Zihan idle words) it ought to be 
art bounded with this rule ; namely, thar 
0 Fit he uſed as a means to quicken our 


TY 3 felves or others againſt ſome natural' 


"Ne þ heavineſs or -deadneſs , by which the 
1S- 2 heart 1s made unapt for better confe- 


: ſcattered the miſt of dulneſs from of 
| the heart and mind ( or if: no ſach 


2 and natural laughter give place to his 


2 continued cuſtom ,, and. ſhouldering: 
» 4 out more needful communication , it* 
” & takes the name and nature otjeſting , 
> if and isa thing much unbeſeemmsg. the 
1 | ſtayedneſs of a Chriſtian, Thus the 
; tongue. 


7 profitable uſe, and when this effet 
# 15 brought to paſs, that laughter hath 


,, occafion be offered ) then ler mirth:: 


© © betters : otherwiſe coming into a. 
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32 The Redemption of Time: 
fal(ly with the hears, and couſening|Þ 
the ſoul of good hours and occalt- 
ONS. : 
Now followeth the 
of. time , and -thar. is 
ſleeping | or luzsithneſs, 
King Solemon bare a great hatred to 
this Thief, aid gives many warnings 
and caveats . 
learn to take heed of it, 
a very cvnnins and; lie couſcner , 
that uſeth a pieaſtng rick to deceive 
a man , and rovs him , 
friendi/hip. . Now Solomon hath made. 
a mof fir deſcription of a ſluggard 
caught by the whiles of fleep and 
{lor h. ſeritas him out to tae light , 
Pro, 6. 9, 10, 17. Where he brinss 
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ll is eyes with an unwilling hand , ur- 
W tering broken and.([cepy ſentences , as 
one not half awake. Firſt , he calls 
him uF ( as it were ) fayins ; How 


eng wilt thou. ſleep, whe wilt thou 
riſe 


tongue may be bound from dexlins # 


whereby men might 4 
The bed ; is } 


under ſhew of |: 


him in roamins himſelf, and rubbing. | 
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fumbrin 
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| cell, 


7 tor bread. 
; he would not be denyed. Firſt , He 
” muſt have ſleeps, and having Nlepr , 

3 he muſt have ſlumbers , 
7 ſlumbred 


hold a fleeper in his colours : 


The Redemption of Timc. 
ſe ont of thy fleep ? As if he _- tad 
$10 , Sir, it is time to get up , Wilat 
at ths time 
fot the day ? Then mark ths drowhie , 
and ſenſeleſs anſwer :; A 
Mite ſeps, a little fiumbers , (forthe 
Original hath the words in the plu- 
ral nember , well beating a ſinggard) 
| « little folding ef the hands to ſleep. 
5 of fieep ail 1s in 
and though he names 
yet 1t-1s but a little in his-con- 
He tells not when he will riſe , 
but he cannot riſe yer ,. and when he 


the littles ; 
liceps , 


| hath had enough, and roo much al- 


ready, then he mult have a little more, 
begsinz tor fleep as one would beg 
He asks a little , becauſe 


and having 
» he muſt fold his hands, 
and . roam and tumble himſelf, Be- 
- and 
mark what anſwer Solomon gives , he 
| ſpends 
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e Redemption of Time. 
ſpends no more time to call him up, 
£ 


* bur tells him his doom as he lies in his/Y{lu 


bed ; Therefore thy poverty comes as a4 aj 
traveller, and thy neceſſity as an armed|4#* 
man.  Asif he had ſaid, Well, be it} 
ſo, if you will needs , ſleep on , take Þ< 


your belly-ful of ſleep, but know, 4 if 

that fith you ſhew ſuch sill in beg- 3 lit 

ging ſleep,, you ſhall even become a 7 © 
beggar for it ; fith you will have 4 © 

-- your fill of ſleep , you ſhall have little 'J * 
my cnough of any wealth , poverty will / I 
0708 purſue you., and overtake you, it 4 © 
* will follow you, and ſurprize you, ' ſj 
it will make haſte and firike home, |) ® 

you cannot run from it , norrefiſt it , |! i 

it comes with ſpeed and with force ; |! © 

it will take you in bed, where you |; £ 
cannot flie away from it , nor drive |+ i 

it from you : and what he ſaith of þ © 
outward poverty , is moſt certain of |; \ 
inward penury, a ſluggard hath ſo |: 
much theleſs grace ; by how much he |! © 

hath the more ſleeps and ſlumbers. |: 

So the ſame wiſe King hath ſer out a }: 


ſlug- | 


p The Redemption of Time. 35 ' 
his /Fſlugeard in another place, ſaying, that 
3 /luggard tumbles himſelf on his ved , 
4s the door on the hinges, Prov. 16. 14+ 
that is, he is ſtill there, and there muſt 


5 al 
cd: 


1t|Þ 


kefJ be ſuch a do before he can be removed 
7, 7 from off his couch, as it one were to 
o. 4 lift a door off the hooks , a man muſt 


14 3 come with leavers to heave him off : 


'e © call him , waken him , bid him-riſe, 


e 3 &c. all is little enough to rear him. 
11 4 This fluggifh humour ( you ſee ) is 
it 3 condemned long -ago., for a mil- 
. 1] ſpender of time. And ſurely it 1s not 
7 alone very dangerous, in regard of 
| the quantity and muchneſs of the 
. |; time which it filcheth ; but alſo'in 

; regard of the quality and goodnels : 

/ for it ordinarily feeds gluttonoully 
on the very fat of time, it eats the 
very flower of the day, and con- 
 ſumes the firſt fruits of our hours , 
 ; even themorning ſeaſon. Afﬀer fleep 
hath made ſtrons whar labour hath 
; weakned , after thar nature hath 
been well refreſhed , and the revived 
| ſpirits 
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{BE metal is better than others , and this |y 
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Fl 


ſpirits come with a freſh ſupply of = 1h 


ſtrength and nimbleneſs to ſerve the 


- YE 
1 y 


body and the mind : then for want |... 


of exerciſe all grows duil asain , as a |; 


band of Soujdiers , that grow effemi- M-: 


bour all the Summer. 

one of the principal 
1.1 - 1 tg / 

ſcalonavie time, when the 


1s better than other, as much as ſome 


| always tor the moſt part takes away 


the moſt precious ) yea, it hath one 


trick as much , and more dangerous 


than the former : If a man give him- 


ſelf to* ſhuggiſhneſs , it will often fol- 
low him to the Church , and cloſe up 
his eyes and ears, both of body and 
mind , from hearing and marking 
| | thoſe 


PEE. 


nate by lyins in garriſon without la- ;' 
Fius 1t robs |; 
and ' moſt i 
| mind and #* 
body were both 1n the greateſt fitneſs 4 
to read , pray , meditate , or to diſ- \h; 
patch and caſt any matter of ones 
. Calling : 1t 1s a thief that robs one, |y 
not of his bageage ſtuff, but even of | 
his gold and jewels , ( for ſome time |@ 


Fioſe moſt wholeſome exhorciations » 
$-2ich like ſo many Pearls, God's 
$:-fenger with a liberal hand. accor- 
fing to the pleaiure of his Lord, doth 

- Fcaiter amonpt men , that who fo 
4 1 Wi: 1 may take them up. The time of 
S Preaching and Expounding the 
A. Word, with apptying it, .is the _ 
1 4 bf harveſt, it 15 God's market day 

* | LL iris his dole or princely congie,. 
- Fhen he gives glits freely, and thoie 
S Fr Sreat worth roo, Unto thoſe tat 
» Will take them, How can it chuſe 
| Hut be a great hinderance to a mans 
C þ ate to {leep in harveſt, and to bein 
e jhed art ſuch a time, 

wealth is beſtowing 
g11s {leep, you ce, 
Wd pernicious deceiy r, and doih 
With much cunning over-reach a. 
Wan, taking from him, for the mit 
Pp IT, 24 
ne of hearins, two the moſt pro- 
2 ible ſeaſons, al the — worthy, 
c po redecmed of all 0: hers, Now 


D aan 


Therefore 
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when {0 much! 


is a moſt crafty” 


the mornins time, and the. 


Wy 4 
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38 The Reacmption of Time. 
againſt the deceit of this falſe compaſf re 
nion ,. a man may defend himſelf bynd 
following theſe two rules. W it 

Firft, ir1s not lawful for any man he 
. upon pretence 6f leiſure from buſy 
» nels, to take more ſleep than is retÞ$c_ 
quired for the ſtrengthening and reWati: 


+ 


freſhing of his nature. The meaſurJhar 
of ones ſleep, or lying in bed, muſt : 
not be according to ones buſineſs , bu;Yis 
fo much as his nature requires , forÞor 
{8 the better enabling of it to perforn'Jimn 
[380 - the duties of his calling, and of reF1ve 
ligion. Indeed a man may , andÞg « 
EF ought to break his ſleep , and ſtinſÞ, t 
WR bhimfclf in this regard , when impor-gent 
WINK tant buſineſs, either for the ſoul orſ$ to 
body, do preſs upon him , bur noting 
man muſt take more ſleep than 1Fave 
requiſite for the ſufficient refreſhing#mo 
of nature, upon vacation of neceſſa.Þþrte 
ry affairs. Thereaſon of this is plain $0 th 
It is a fin to ſtrain and ſtretch natuugs 
ral things for the ſerving of luſt, bes 


yond that end for which they wergfd | 


created 


+». 
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| reated and ordained, Now leep , 
wand lying in bed , was ordained for 
he ſtrengthening of nature , and for 
he repairing of the ſpirits diminiſhed 
1 > $y labour , wherefore it muſt nor. 
oh drawn beyond this end , to the 
<Watisfying of a ſluggiſh bumour. So 
ire Jbat, as it were a Faulr for a man to 
aff It and cram himſelf with meat , tilt 
aÞis ſtomach would turn back the 
orMorſels , becauſe no buſineſs did caft 
-mSim from the table :; ſo it 1sa fin tq 
-e.$ive ones ſelf to immoderate fleep- 
n&Þg or ſlugging in bed, (as our-word-- 
: , to ſleep compals ) "becauſe no Ur - - 
gent matter doth call him vy. This 
to be on the bed, as a door on the. 
nd Yinges , that one cannot riſe till a 
"aver come ; that is, ſomething even 
ngAmoſt of neceflity. It 1s wicked to | 
Ta Mþrfeit on fleep, as well as on meat. 
n 8 then, it ſhall be a great help againſt 
1 f1us os4hneſs, tO know that God al- 
zeÞws not any man to be ſluggiſh, 
r&$d therefore to accuſtome ones ſelf 
ed D 2 '- 


- 
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to timely riſing : for in this one 

thing, cuſtom "hath as much power 
almoſt as in any thing, fo that look} 
what 1s ones uſe, that he ſhall hardly 
refrain, He that doth cuſtomably 
forſake h's bed, ſo ſoon as he feclz 
his nature freſh, and his ſpirics quick- 
ned, ſhall with caſe keep on in fof 


laze himſelf, and dull his ſpirits for | 
fack of uſe, ſhall find the more he 
{leeps, the more he ſhall be drowſie, 
| till he become a very flave to his bed, 
-: and make ſleep his maſter. So a 
|. healthful body, by confeiling it to be 
> his duty, ( and through cuſtom , 
#:- thouzh hard at firſt) Grawins unto 
it a nature , 
command. 
rule, 
Secondly, For time of hearins the 
Word , he that would not b2 trou- 
bled with ſuch tlugsiihneſs then , 
 - muſt look that he do ule meat, and 
. . drink, and ileep moderately, in the 
fir 


iS the 


And this 


doing. But he that takes liberty to 


may have the mornins at | 


fir it | 


WE firi 
Ju! 
L vin 
m2 
this 
{Lc 
Inor 
ſac! 
| 
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Firs 
be 
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all 
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Wfirſt ſeaſon of it; and then ſtrive to | 

quicken himſ- _ againſt carnal hea- * 
Ivineis and forr by prayer and 
Imzditation mio hy" 0l which wo 


things will keep a heat hful body in 
fu.ch S:0d temper , ® zt flee, (ball 


Inot ordinarily oppreſs it in this moſt 
Facred exerciſe, 


Now follows the fourth Thief to 


gbe arraigned , and that is, Ile 
hg Mans imaginations will 
{be working , and rolling conceits up 


{and down almoſt continually, Now 


[all men by nature are ſo rained with / Þ 


ihe ſickneſs of vanity, that their 
[minds will run willingly atter no- 
thing elſe, bur that which vanity hes 
ts. And for this cauſz m -n hay 


en UP a Proverd , tO Qazle hats 


eyes C11 ir mint b e): mn this might 


n9: fee a tauilt, "They ſay,tha: Thonzht 
5 free , az though one thould never 
anſwer for idle thou z2his, Anditis 
the common excuſe of men to lay, 
They think no harm; as though it 
1) 3 : were 


.% iTompany., they cannot then pottibly ; 


E:-42: The Redemption of Time. 
were enough , to hatch no miſchie-| 
vous and harmful conceits , notwith-f4 Iprc 
ſtanding they do exceed in idle and [1 ®Y 
unprofitable imaginations. Whereby | __ 
it may be ſeen, that men are ſo far {Ne 
from reformins ; this fault , and avoid- Þ4 #% 
ins this thief, that they will not take |4*O 
it for a fault, nor eftcem 1t as a thiet |? 
of tim?. Bur this ſivallows up moſt þ 
of our folitary hours, whea men are | 
12 bed, or alone in the night ſeaſon , | 


bs) 


ana cannot ſleep , or when they be 


journeyins and walkins without 


talk with others, when no man is | 

preſent , yer their mind doth buſie | ® 
ir {.1f inidle + raking with it {-1f, caſt- þ oh 
ms athouſand fond rhiags before ones | 


"eyes, a3, wha: if this ſhould be? or, | ©2 
' what if tha tou!d come t0 paſs > | _ 
| OC 


and much ado to little purpoſe. This Þ 
rovins and friskins of the iantafte | F 
( like a wanton ca'f let looſe from the | 
ſtall) ta frottias worm, that ears out | 
a great dcal of moſt mens time , to | ſt 
that | 


7 
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Ethat they cannot redeem it ow the 
Iprofit of their hearts. This puts 
{by good meditations , and ſuggeſts 
7 feacherly and light RuF, that hath 
no good ſubſtance in it . froth 
! {and fome, which ts But nouriſizment 
ce|/to the mind, = rather poiſon, 1n, 
># [1 that it fills it full of wind and a 
ſe { windy beart 15 no leſs burdenſome 
" that a windy ſtomach, This caits out 
f the cogitation of God's benefits, that 
one may not be thankful for them ; 
| it ſhoulders away the thought of 
y þ 0nes own ſins, that he may not re- 
 þ new his godly ſorrow and repett- 
rance for them ; 1t juſtles out the. 
| coaſiderarion of God's graces , that 
 þ we cannor ſet our affeRions oa fire, 
to lons and labour' after them. And 
in all theſe reſpects, it takes away the 
| beneftt of much good opportunity. 
| | For every time a man is alone, fepa- 
| rated from all company and ourward 
| buſineſs, there is an excellent occa- 
| fi 10n of furthering his own ſoul, of- 
| D 4. fered 
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tered unto him, Tf any thing grieve | 
him, he may ſreely disburden his þ 
h-art inco God's boſome ; if he fault-| 


el any way , he may have full and 
o_ ſcope rof confeſs and bewail it ; 


© he want any good thing , there is |: 


ifare and place in as effectual man- 
ner, ard with as many words as one 
can, to bes tt of the Lord. Thus 
Sreat- riches might come to the ſou! 
by a well ſpenc folitarineſs :- but vain 
cogtations do deprive a man of a! 
this, and do ſo blow up the mind 
with that which is nothins, as it 
grows ſwollen, like the fleſh of him 
which hath the dropſie , ſo that it 
may well he callkd the dropſie of the 
mind. Now for a help againſt this 
vanity of the mind , breakins forth 
in idle thoughts and phancies ; firſt, 
we muſt take the counſel of has, 
to keep tne heart with all dil;gence. 
The heart is chat which muſt be nar- 
rowly loked unto, that evil and un- 
profitable thoughts riſe not up 1n 1. 
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Here muſt be the ſpecial care to pre- 
vent, firſt breeding and ingendring of 
11a in the moſt inward parts. 

This Thief will be till filching 
and ſtealing time continually, do 
what one can, Wherefore a watch- 
jul and wary eye muſt be had there- 
unto, and a diligent - guard muſt ve 
{er before the heart, to keep out ſuch 
'maginations from entring , as be 


{ like Rogues and Vaegrants , worth 
; nothins, and alwaies come to itca! 
: lomeiching, When a man makes con- 


ſcience of his thoughts , and vbſcrves 


them to what 'end they tend , this 


will be an excellent help to keep. 
them from wandrins ; whereas if one 
will follow the Proverb, and efteem 
hem as free, they will never be kept 
from a buſte fondneſs, like -Ants ina 
Mole-Iill , that run up and down , 


ry 0 and thither;, and do mno- 


; thing, 


Then in the ſecond place, we 
muſt labour to be provided beiore- 
DF hand, 
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hand, of ſome profitable matter or 
| ſubjet', whereunto to bend the Þ 
thoughts in ſolitarineſs ; ſomethings Þ 


2 


+ that tends to the glory of God, | 
and our own good, etther in the Þ 
matters of the Soul, or the lawful Þ 
affairs of the body, muſt be let into 
the Soul, to take up the room, that 
the buſie Fancies may be the better 
-ſtopt out. And indeed the Lord 
hath provided a Chriſtian of good || 
ftore of ſuch matter, if he be not 
* wanting to himſelf, For there is 
nothing that offers ir f{clf to any of 
our ſenſes, which doth not alſo 
offer to our mind ( if 1t were not Þ it 
ſtark blind ) ſome glorious attribute Þ 0 
of God to be ſeen and conſidered of, | tt 
So that to want occaſion of good þ a 
| thoughts in this variety of matter , | la 
E #s to want light at noon-tide , that | ca 
proceeds from nothing but from | ty 
want of eyes. But this 1s a great | tc 
help to him , that can ſee to ſer his | 
Soul a work firſt on the good things. 
. For 
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at firſt, he ſhall not ( without much 
q pains and toyl ) catch it again , and 
Z have it within command. Thus do- 
ing, a great part of yain cogitations 

ſhall be cut off, 

Now comes to be handled the 
fifth and worſt of all the five con- 
ſumers of time, which is ſo much 
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" men , and is eſteemed as the right 
: Lord and true owner of that time, 
' which for the moſt parc.it holds by 
- uſurpation and injury. This is the 
' Immoderate care of the world , and 
' of things of this life , though in 
themſelves honeſt and lawful, when 


VEG 
” at; : . 


S- 


a man doth wind himſelf into ſuch a 
labyrinth and maze of affairs, as he 


| cannot get out-at fit times to ſpirt- | 


| tual and religious duties, at leaſt not 
| to thoſe which are private : when 


| gains and purchaſes, and buying and 
ſelling 


47 


For if one have let his heart looſe 


the more dangerous , becauſe 1t 1s in 
{ome honeſt reckoning amons moſt 
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| the heart is ſo ſurcharged with bar- 
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Ry The Redemption of Time, | 
ſelling, and buildins, and ſuch like , If 
that God and ooodncſs > Chriſt and Þ 
falyvation, Heaven and Hell, come 
not into 2 mans mind once in a day 
{carce Once 11 9 week , Or At leait, A + 
they come, they be quickly ſhut our, | 
and * have no lons nor quict entcr- y 
rainmenr there : when the Soul is 
overwhelmed with carins, thinking, | 
deviims, and firiving how to grow 
great ire, and is ſo rofled in the 
gulf oi carthly matters, that 4z can 

rot com? to land ( as it were ) to| 
Jettle ir {elf in any proportion ,, to Þ 
think tow it may grow great 1n | 
Heaven, and how 1t may g or poſle(- | 
on of ihe true. treaſure, This 1s a | 
wondrous conſumer of good hours, 
digging ihe ail mro the dunghill 
of this World, Chriſt finds faulc | 
with is 11 the Parable , the mcn 

bidden to the Feaſt, had Farms, and | 
Oxen,. and Wives, and ſuch matters 
in hand, ( buſineſs forſfooth of more 
importance than ſo) and therefore 
could 


and caring how to live, that it doth 
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could not come, Marth, 22, Andihe 
thorny ground had ſo much carking 


even choak the Word, the $0od ſeed 
could not grow thereby, Math. I 2.988 
And the Lord complaiis of them off 
the captivity Of Judah, Has, 1. 13. 
that they could find time to bui id bg 
their own houſes , vea and to ciele W 
them tov; wut they ia:d, it was no Wi! 
time to Euld the houſe of God : ſo iſ 
this fi doh. _— all the time ro WW 
it ſelf, and will not sive elkow-room WW 
to any good exerciſe, eſpecialiy to. 1 
any private exerciſes, withour which Ap}. 
the publick are but as meat without W1. 
digeſtion , and yet it comes like an W 
honeſt and approveable things, paint-'} 
cd with the name of thrifrineſs and i 
pains in ones lawful. calling, To 
fence our ſelves againſt this ravenous i 
and iurking fault, we muſt binde our | 
{elves to theſe three rules, which all |. 
depend upon the rule of Chriſt, that: 
bids us firft ſeek.the Kingdom of fr 418 

rit, + 
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rſt in time, and firſt in affetion, 
Matth. 6.33. And again, lay up your 
rreaſure in Heavenv.20.Hence(lI ſay) 
hree rules may be collected , to 
hich he that would not be ſpoiled 
of good occaſions to the Soul by 
yorldlineſs, muſt more and more 
frame himſelf and his life. 

The firſt is, that no man ſuffer 
himſelf ro enter upon ſo many bu- 
ſineſſes, or any ſo eagerly , as thar 
his ordinary affairs ſhould | hinder 
himſelf, or his Family from the per- 
formance of ordinary Religious exer- 
ciſes, 

The common and daily matters 
of this world, in any mans Callins 
whatſoever, ſhould not draw him, or 
his Family , from common and daily 
duties of Religion , ſuch are reading, 
Praying , medicating , and religious 
'obſerving of the Sabbath : for here a 
man muſt take care for his houſhold , 
\as well as for himſelf, that he do not 
{binder them from taking convenient 
FIN time 
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time to pray, and read, ec. by forcing 


upon them an over-great burden of 


ordinary buſineſſes, For if the Soul 
be to be preferred before the Body, 


and Heayen before Earth , then thoſe | 


cuſtomable matters that pertain to 


the ſaving of the Soul , muſt be ſet (;\ 


before , much more ſtand equal with 
the things that -periain to the Body. 
Secondly , the extraordinary works 
of our calling (if any fall out ) muſt 
not barr us from the extraordinary 
works of Religion. As for example, 
Harveſt, and Hay-t1me , or the like, 


are extraordinary times for the buſi- | 


neſs for the Body : ſo preparation to 
the Sacrament, faſting ( if need.ſore- 
quire ) and ſuch like, are extraordi- 
nary works for the. Soul , now as 
the care of inning ones Corn or 
Graſs, muſt not keep him from ta- 


kins time to prepare himſelf to the- 
Sacrament , or to faſt at his. need :. 
ſo the recetving of the Lords Supper - 


is matter of more than ordinary uſe 
for 


The Redemption of Time, 5Li 
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torthe Soul , and ſome needful jour- 
ney ſtands in the like manner for the 
Bud: > but a man muſt rather def:r 
his jeurney (it it may be put off 
without ov7er-much hinderance to 
him ) than omit the — of the 


be kept in all other particulars. For 
if th: Soul be more worth, and muſt 
be more carefully attended on than 
the body ( as it is no reaſon the 
Handmaid thould take place of the 
Miſtreſs, ) then thoſe things which do 
af:er a peculiar manner concern the 
od and profic thereof, muſt not bc 
negle&ed for ſuch as do more ſpe- 
cially help the ſtare of the body out- 
| wardly. Laſtly, if ſome outward du- 
| ty of Religion have heen put off 
from the time, wherein it ſhould be 
performed , by ſome fudden and un- 
expected buſineſs, that rzquired ſuch 
haſte ( as 1a ſuch caſe ordinary duties 
of Religion may be deferred ) then 
ſome ordinary buſineſs of leſs weight 
muſt 


Lords Supper. The ſame rule muſt. 
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muſt ( in recompence } give place to, 
that exerciſe afterwards, and a man 
muſt find time for that, whether ir 
be reading, praying, or meditating, 
by leaving undone .( for that ſpace ) 
ſomething that may be beitcr ſpared. 
And thus you have heard what be 
thoſe ſpecial evils which he in wait 
to couſen us of our good time, and 
how they may be prevented. And 
{2 the firſt part is handled , namely, 
from what Time 1s to be redec- 
m:d, | | 

Now follows to ſhew, what it 1s 
that 1s to be redeemed, and ſo you 
ſhall fully know wherein this duty 
confiſts, Now by Time, the Apo- 
{le means two things : Firſt, the ve- 
ry paſling away of hours and minutes, 
the ſpace and leiſure of any thing ; 
and Secondly , the good occaſions or 
opportunities thar fall out in this 
ſvace, For the word in the Origt- 


nal, fignifies not alone the very lliding 


of minutes, but the ſpace conſidered 
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54 The Redemption of Time. 
alſo with ſome ipecia! fitneſs, that it 
{hath for ſome good , which we call 
{the ſeaſon of ir. Now for the firſt, it 
[{hall not be needtul to ſay any more, 
(b:ing that every one knows , that 
every thing muſt have ſome ſpace 
wherein to be done. And he that 
will avoid the five fore-named evils , 
FHhall never want time, or the ſpace 
| wherein to do or get good, But 
F for the occaſions and fic opportu- 
| nities ' that fall our , now for this, 
row for that, in this ſpace, it 1s ſome 
more skill to find them out, ana make 
_ uſe of them. 

Now theſe ſeaſons are all of two 
ſorts : Firſt, ſuch whereby a man 
may more eaſily get ſome gocd to 
himſelf : Secondly , ſuch, whereby a 
man may wich more fitneſs and cafe 
do ſome good. Of the firſt fort, 
namely , ſcaſonable opportuniites to 
get good , I will name three paritcu- 
lars which are moſt needful to- be 
conſidered , and by proportion of 
- ; which, 
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which, any man may come to the 
knowledge of, other like. The firſt, 
when God continues the Goſpel, of- | 
tering daily the Word and Sacrament, 
and calling to repentance and amend- 
ment of life, rhis 1s the ſeaſon of re- i 
penting ; this is the harveſt wherein 
we may reap Chriſt, if we be not i 
negligent , this 1s the acce>:avle year Ft 
of the Lord , in which one ſhail be 
received, if he return, Whileſt 
Wiſdom lifcs up her voice ; 
whileſt her meſſensers come daily 8 
to invite us; whileſt her gates I 
ſtand open, and her dinner iſ 
ſtands ready dreſt , whileſt her meſ- | 
ſage 1s done unto us: all this time if 
3 man will ſtrive and endeavour to 
turn from his ſin, to leave his folly, F# 
and forſake his ſcorning , he ſhall be * WW 
a welcome gueſt, ſhe will accept him, W 
help him, and give him an encreaſe-of * Þ 
grac?, tif] he become ſtrong with her , Wt 
mea:s. A 


Whoſogver, | 
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Whojocyer lives under the preach- 7 
Ins of ihe Gofp:rl, hah this privi- 
ledge annexed to the outward teach- 
Ing, that if he wilj but ſtrive and Þ 
pray to God, to pive him frength co | 
repent and am 4 his waies and | 
[turn to him, God witl ( upon his F 
promile ) hear his prayers and allift | 
him : but when the Goſpel is gone, | 
[then the date is paſt, a man may call 
Fand not be heard, and cry and not |} 
be regarded. $9 then every man re- | 
| de:ms this leaſon of rhe Goſpel, when | 
| be gives himiclf ro confider ſerioutly | 
| of hols tzults which he finds 1 

himſelf, aad hears ſharply reproved 

in the Word, and hereupon reſolves 

to foriaxe them, and doth not only 

his own b-{t engeavour, but earneftiy 

calls upo.1 God for his help, wichour 

'Wit:Cit his power is but weaknets 2d 

Ineftc tual ; when he doth alſo duly | 
| ponder upon the holy Command- Þ} | 
; ments tha: he hears preached , and 
| thole exhortations that are dailv 
| founded 
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founded in his ears to move him to 
doſuch duties as God requires, and 
hereupon concludes with Jumielf to 
ſet about this work, and craves the 
ſtrength of God to bear him through 
in the ſame. And when he doth ad- 
viſcdly think of the promiſes that 
are _— proclaimed, and la- 
bours to get ſoine afſurance that he 
is ſuch a on? to whom the right of 
theſe promiſcs appertain : thus do- 
ins, I ſay, one redeems the time 
wiſely ; and makes his advantage of 
the Goſpel while ir coatinues, which 
's a thins that all men ſhould do: 
but ſo rare inthe world, as thar ut 1s" 
wonder the Lord hath fo patiently 
continued his lovins voice , when 
men fſcoff at it and will not hear. 
The Lord hath and doth ſend his 
Prophets amongtt us, as he d:d among 
the ſews, riſins up « early 7, and ſending 
them, which with ail earneſtneſs do 
proclaim ti dangerous event thar 

all follow upon prophanenels , neg- 
lect, 
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lect, and contempt of Gods word, 
[{ breaking of his Sabbath, rayling , 
{{ wrathfulneſs , whoredom , wanton- 
neſs, covetouſneſs, thieving, oppreſ- 
{ing, ſlandring, lying, and luch like : 
yet how many run on in theſe evils 
preſumptuouſly , ruſhing like the 
| horſe into the battle , with an ugrea- 
I! ſonable boldneſs ,, Not fearing any 
[| danger , and ſhutting their ears 
[{ againſt theſe reproofs, as the deaf-Ad- 
[| der doth, that they may not be moved 
| by them to amendment : ah, how 
| Contrary 1s this to redeeming the 
! time? If any man have hitherto Toft 
the ſeaſon , let him now grow wile, 
and even at this time turn to God , 
and beg power to forſake thele fins, 
! How often and how earneſtly ate 
men exhorted to all good works by 
| the continual voice of God, ſpeaking 
unto them by his ſervants? to read 
-the word of God daily ; to pray 
privately , to meditate upon the 


Word, to watch ovet their dayes ; 
an 
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and to call themſelves to a reckoning 
every day for the faults committed 


in the day-; yet who regards this | 


voice? who marks theſe exhortati- 
ons ? where is one, that hath enjoyn- 
ed himſelf to ſome conſtancy 1n pray- 
ing, readins, and the fore-namcd 
duties? This 1s to ſleep in harveſt, a 


| moſt fooliſh practice and unwile ; 


wherefore whileſt there 1s yet a little 
time lefc, whileſt we have the light, 
let us walk in it , that we be not 
overtaken with darkneſs. He that 


| hath not yet begun, let him be ſorry 
| that he hath pur it off fo late, and 
now ſet foot into theſe wayes of God, 


whileſt God ſets out his Word as a 
candle to direct him , and as his 
hand to lead him by. The promiſes 


{ of God are in like ſort publiſhed 
amongſt ve, Happineſs 1s held up 
as a reward of all true hearted Chri- 
ſtians, and the erown of life is pro-. 


poſed to thoſe, which are ſound and 
laithful members of jeſus Chriſt. And 


yet 


- 
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yet as _—_— a'i.W:re ure tO get It, 
' or it were nor wort iecking "y any, 
the SY men flatter cemſclves in 
their fins, ard wiil nceds mil: 
thele good iliinsgs to themlclves , 
when they have no aſſurance or 
proof out of Gods wor d, whereby to 
lay claim or title to them, This is a 
Srievous and a dangerous nepleting 
of time. Ard if any have. not yer 
made ſure work this way , let him 
| even now ſet about it, whileſt the 
| Word as a touch-ſtone is before him, 
by which he may try hiralelf, and 
which will make him ſuch a one as 
he flrould be, ifhe will Rrive to follow 
F it, and Pra Vi for abilicy to be ruled by 
' it, So then whileſt God holds our 
\ his benetirs, and frands with his 
arms open to accept us , let us take 
his benefits, and be perſywaded to 
come unto him 1n good carneft ; Ict 
"It be. too late to travel when mid- 
- night ſhail come, inſtead of noon 
 dav.. This is the firſt and chiefeſt 
7 opportunity 
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| opportunity of gettins good : namely, 
to joyn with the Golpel, and follow it 
with our endeavours and prayers , by 
which it ſhail be made effectual unto us, 


The ſecond opportunity of getting 


g00d , is in time of yourh and health, 


whilft the vigour and ſtrength of the 
body and mind 1s fit for labour , and 
capable of inſtruction. And Solomon 
in his book of Penance, viz. Eccle- 


taſtes, bids , Remember thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth , before the evil 
days come, Thele days of youth and 
health are good days , when he which 
will uſe them, hath his memory ſtedfaſt 
to call to mind his evil ways that he 
may bewail them ,, and to treaſure up 
Sood inſtructions and promil.s that 
may guide and. comfort him , when 
the limbs will joyn with the mind, and 
the mind hath the body as a fi: 1n- 
ſtrurent to ſeek the Kingdom of 
Heaven, if a man will addreſs him- 

E Flt 
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ſelf unto it:but the days of old age and In 
ſickneſs fail much of the commodiou| 
fitneſs for good ; the memory is of 
cracked , the ead and underſtanding! 
1s weak, and eſpecially the time ol th; 
ſickneſs is ſo filled with pain, fo ſhaken 
wich diſtractions, and incumbred with th: 
griets and ſorrows, that one is nethins be 
fit to repent, or pray, or hear, or to do the 
anyA1uch thing. 
Now when a man in the prune of ſebe 
his days, and in the fulneſs of his Þ*: 
health , will give himſelf to ſeek hea- ſud 
'ven, will hear the Word and me- ſhy 
ditare upon it , and apply ir to him- bo 
ſelf, will confeſs his ſins , and force $a 
himfelf to bewail them . will pray to ÞN 
God for good things, and ſet the whole Pav 
courſe of his life in a right frame , he Þ#h 
hath well taken opportunity , and he 
ſhall have reſt in his latier days, 
much quiet and contentment , at lea? 
much ſtrensth and afliſtance in his Þ W 


licknels , becauſe he hath ſomethins 
in 
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in ſtore againſt the time of want. LE 
1h Butalas, how do the common fort 
of men bewray their monſtrous iolly 
no$in this behalf> What more common 
than thar ſottiſh and bruitiſh ſpeech , 
< (at leaſt ſuch ignorant and profane 
ich {choughts, men will repent when they 
ofibe old, and cry God mercy when 
dg fihey feel themſelves (ick , and amend 
all when they be ready ro go out of hg 
of the world? and fooltih man , thou.» kr 
1is Bknoweſt not whether thou ſhalt die iſ 
1. ſuddenly , whether thou ſhalt have 
1e- fihy wits and ſenſes, or whether . 
n- hou ſhalt have power of heart to 
ce Make the leaſt colour of repentance 
to #1 thoſe extremities How many 
Jle ave died ſuddenly 2 how many ſot- 
he ftihly-?2 and yer how do men, for 
2 þll theſe warnings, defer the beſt 
3, pulineſs, namely, the work of re- 
2 Pentance and turning to God, 
1is [ which will require the whole 
trength of the foul ) to the worft 
E 2 and 
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and moſt craſie time of ſickneſs or old ', 
age? As ifa priſoner , at what time aſ,, 
man was offering him a pardon , and}, 
calling upon him to take it, ſome good, 
{pace before the Aſlizes, ſhould ſay,þ5 
Nay, let me alone , I will not look af: 
ter my pardon, till immediately before, 
Iam to come before the Judge : this|,,, 
were a moſt fond part , eſpecially if uf, 
were ſo, that the thief knew not whe-ſ}; jc 
ther the next day ſhould be the day oſs, 
His arraignment or no;ſo the caſe ſtandiſkjn 
| betwixttheLord and us. Ifany manþj, 
F therefore hath been ſo little careful of, 
- his owneternalgood, as to put off re-ſhe; 
pentance and converſion till rhat deaſhe, 
time, or doth foſter any, fuch harmtulſ - 
conceit in his heart, let him now caſt ihj;, 
out, and now that he hath his healihþ,, 
an#trength , upon better deliberationſy 
take in hand this work. "ty 
inf 

Be not ſo extremely mad, as to giveſſc;, 
more time to the dey!) than to God, 
eſpecially 


Jeipecially to give the principal time. 
old He were a fooliſh traveller,that would 
Ke Wiilingly gallop all the day quite con- 
and trary to his way, and being told of it, 


oolfrould anſwer, When it draws towards : 


a 5un-ſer, I will turn into the right way. 
a\WWhy be men thus blockiſh for their 
ore 
thisþ 
if iÞ 
7 he- risht path, till ſickneſs of age,whenthe 
y diÞSun of their life is at the point of ſet- 
ind; ting? Ah, let our Proverb teach us 
mafmore wit, Idake hay while the Sun 
al fWip;2es, Turn , turn , whilſt thou haſt 
 refhealth and trength, uſe all to get re- 
lealÞentance and ſalvation. 
mill The laſt chief oppor:unity of get- 
ſt lting good, is, when a man hath 
All ompany ,, and is 1a the ſociety of 
tofome godly wiſe man, able ro give 
ound counſel and direQtion, able to 
 þnſwer all doubts, objections , and 
g1\tFcruples of ones mind, now there is 


ſouls , that knowins themſelves to be 
cur of the way of lite , will yet of pur- 


od, EF. Z a fit: 


ally 
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poſe defer to ſet their feet into the 
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a.fit opportunity to grow in wiſdom, | 
to be reſolved of all doubts,and to fſeck F* 


diretion. 


So then, a man ought not to ſuffer } 


baſnfulneſs , or other fooliſh matters 
fo put by that good communication , 


whereby he might inrich his ſoul. It] 
is a ſpecial favour of God, that any | 


man can come where his ſervants are 


that have excellent gifts ; and he doth P* 


deprive himſelf of much good, that 


will not feek to benefit himſelf by } 


them. When the Woman of Sama- 
71a perceived Chriſt to be a Prophet , 
{he propoſed her doubt unto him , 


albeit he was a ſtranger. 


When 7ohz 


Baptiſ4 might become to, the publi- 
cans and finners came and asked what 


they ſhould do. Whilſt the Jayler 


had Paul in his keeping he came to ask 
that necdful cueſtion , Wrat ſhall 1 


&o to beſaved? Soit there be any man 
whoſe heart 1s perplexed with ſome 


doubt , or over-burdened with ſome 


rempta- 
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remptation , or over-maer'd by ſome 


of fn, itisa part of 2-00 diſcretion fer 
 {uch a one to 59 and fel the advice of 
ſome able Chriſtian or wiſe man , be- 
fore that efiner nimſelf be teo far gore, 


or he want the opr.:rtunity of ſuch a 


counſellor or helper. Theſe be three 
ſpecial occations of obtaining good to 
{a man's 07n ſou] from things without 
bm; Inall which, to take the ttme 


is a mo{t commendable point of wiſ- 
dom , but to be negligent, is ſuch 
folly as Solomon reproves , when he 
faith, That a fool hath a price in his 
hand to get wiſaom , but he wants 4 
hcart, Oh that men would beware 
of this hearcleſneſs, and take heed of 
loling their price , by which they 
might get wiſdom. Now come to 
ſpeak of the occaſions of doing good, 
and theſe are eliher in others , or in 
themſelves, Firſt, in others,18d char . 
tor their ſoul and body, Sometimes 
a man ſhall find a kind of traQable- 

E 4 neſs 
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neſs in thoſe with whom he hath to 
deal , ihat-heir ears ſtand open, and 
they are ready to drink in an exhor- 
tation or reproof, by reaſon of ſome 
afſHiction thar is upon them, or ſome 
need they have of our help, or ſuch 
like occaſion, Here 1s time for a kind 
aud fonnd  admonition , then a man 
ought in all love , and yet with all 
plainneſs , to foliow the occaſion , 
friking (as our proverb 1s ) whzlff 
the iren is hot ,, ſpeakins when he ſees 
him in the melting vein , ready to 
take all well, and in good part. And 
ſo Elihu notes, that when a man is 
brought to his dea-h-b:d, and to 
abhor all worldly deltzhts, then his 
ears are bored , and then there 1s wi r'* 
for an interpreter : before the bones 
Clattered, and the mourners looked 
for ihe funeral, an interpreter was 
deſpiſed, bur now his words are ob- 
ſerved. Thus a man may do much 
E good to his netehbours or ſervants 
E ſoul; if he waic for a time when he 
| 1s 


ht —— 
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{ 1s fit to receive admonition , and then 
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; gives him it , asthe husbandman in dry 
| weather waits for a ſhower of rain , 
and then ſets in his plow. Again, for 
the body , fometimes one ſhall meet 
| with one thar hath true need, thar is 
 1n diſtreſs for his bodily eſtate , and 
| doth indeed want relief, this is an oc- 
caſfton and fit time to ſhew liberality, 
now a man muſt open his purſe, and 
| be ready to give freely , I mean not , 
| that every time a man meets a beggar, 
he ſhould be giving, ( for to thoſe a 
man ſhould not give, bur in the very 
extremity of neceility ) but 1f our bro- 
ther hath been afMied by any loſs 
through fire, or ſuch like, (that he. 
do not make himſelf needy by idleneſs, 
but it comes upon him by ſome hand of 
Ged ) here 1s an object fit for mer- 
cy, and here one may be ſcaſonably- 
liberal, here is an Altar , offer the 
lacrifice of alms upon it , which 1s a 
thing wherewith God is well 
E5 pleaſed. 


— 
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pleaſed. Some other time ſparing | 
may be more fir, but now is a ſeaſon to 
be more free of gift, and openhanded. 


There is aa occaſion of dving good 
offered in others, wherein 1 have 
named theſe two particulars , that þ 
every man might accordingly take 
notice of other like. Then, there is 
alſo occaſion of doing offered in ones f 
- felf, whether by ſome outward thing | 
that befals him, or by ſome inward | 
ſtirring of the mind and affections : 
as outwardly when a time comes in , 
wherein we have received ſome more 
ſpecial benefit , this ſhould provoke us 
ro more thankfulneſs by remembrance 
of the benefit. 


- Thus this time of Chriſt's Nativity 
ſhould ( if any way ) be celebrated , | 
that. it might turn to an occaſion of | 
of more hearty thankſgiving, and 
12re tri obedience unto Chriſt , ' that] | 
< | Save 


at pe 


nature upon him, that in it he might 
bear our iniquities. So when we be 1n 
the enjoying of Gods Creatures, 
whileſt we beeating and drinking , or 
ſuch like, here 1s a ſpecial ſeaſon to 
lift up the heart to God, and to kindle 


a flame of praiſe by this fuel , that our 


thanks might be ſo much the more ear- 
neſt., by how much we have a more 
preſent feeling of Gods mercy, and do 
even taſte how good he 15. 


On the other ſide , a man is ſome- 
times preſſed with a ſore croſs and 
affliction that pincheth his Soul , here 
is a very fit occaſton of humbling 
ones {cif , and examining ones heart : 
for in theſe affliftions God calls ro 
humiliation for the moſt part , which 
duty being performed , after , a man 
may rejoyce in his afflitions , - but 
whilſt the burchen of the croſs 1s 
heavy , here is a notable means to 
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gave himſelffor our fins , and took our | 


further - 
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- further one in the work of humilia- 
tion ; and if one can take the time 
when God ſmites, he may ( at leatt 


he ought ) cauſe his heart to ſtoop 


before him with more- eaſe, than | 


when he was at more eaſe for his 
body. Again , ſemetimes a man hath 
a more inward ftirring of his afte&i- 
ons , which he cannot have at ano- 
ther- time; this muſt be followed , 
greedily taken , ſometimes art the 
Sermon, or upon ſome other occa- 
fion-, a man hearing or thinking of 
his fin , and the puniſhment due 
thereunto , havins a kind of prick- 
ins 1n his heart , and ſome touch 
of remorſe within him, his conſcience 
begins to tell him that all is not 
well , and he grows to ſome or- 
derly concluſion ; : ſure I will now be 
forry. for this fault, and amend n : 

now 1t one will follow this motion , 
and go after God when he calls ( for 
this 15 one of his inward _ } 
an 


_—_— —_— 
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and not ſhoulder it out with fondha 
mirth , but nouriſh ir by a plain] 
confetlion of his fin to God , |} 
and an hearty begging of grace and Þ: 
ſtrensth irom him, to do that which Þ: 
he now fees he ſhould do; this F3! 
w.'l come to godly ſorrow , and fo $i 
*: Fepentance ; but elſe if he choak F"! 
it and quenchit, it will vaniſh , and #"' 
the heart will be more hard frozen * 
in the dregs of fin. So that if there. # 
be any , whoſe heart ar this time at 
the ſpeaking of theſe words, whoſe 5 
Soul ſmires him for his ſwearing, #'. 
lying, Sabbath-breaking, whoredom, | 
drunkenneſs, gaming , covetouſneſs , 
railing , or thelike fin , let him when 
he is gone out of the Church, cafe 
himſelf downin the preſence of God 
confeſs this 1s his ſin or ſins freely , 
without difſembling ; labour to be 
more ſorrowful for them than ever 
he was , and pray to God to pull 
him out of this mire. This if he do, 
he 


"* , bo 
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he ſhall rake the time , he ſhall be a 
Convert, the Lord will receive him, 
as the unthrifry Prodigal Son was re- 
Eeived , and by redeeming the time he 
ſhall find redemption to his ſoul, Bur 
If he deſpiſe this admonition of God , 
Fhis ſoul ſhall be more ſeared than be- 
fore, his heart (hall be delivered to a 
Egreater hardneſs and ſenſeleſneſs than 
f ever before, and ſo be further off from 
| repentance and life. 


But alas, the frantick dealing cf 
| men in this caſe is too palpable , and 
| to be wondred at, when Geds word 
| firikes upon them, when they feel 
| the keennels of it , when the threat- 
E nings have cut , fo that they ſmart 
for it , then they run to dicing , card- 
. Ing, drinking , dancing, &c. asit 
- were of ſet purpoſe to drive away 
. the Spirit of God , that was coming 

towards them to heal their Soul. 
| None 1s {0 mad to take ſuch _— 
or 
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for his body , that when he feels theYa} 
ſore to ſmart, then to run from the? 
Phyſician , and cover it over witha [0 
clout , or irive to forget it: yetior ie | | 
their 'Souls a nzmber deal fo — 
in this thing as'much as 11 any other , 
verifying thaz name which the Ho- | * 
ly Gholt hath given unto lags when # | 
he terms hn mad men : for it af 
a propericy P*C 7 1G 2 ; ml man , i. z| 
that feeling pajii,, bi will hare the I's 
Phyſician , *nd m5 65. from him £54. 
that would hip, {3 £15 choſe of Jp! 
us which have nicherco ber. fomad,, Þ .* 
would return now to their minds, 
and tv God to be heal:d ! Again, ! 
ſometimes a mans heart is ſtirred up 
with an inward and ſecret rejoycing - 
or gladneſs. Then faith Saint Fames, 
If any man be merry , let him-ſing \| 
Pſalms, Jam. 5.13. now he ſhall oh 
it with a_chearful courage indeed, i 
and therefore David would in ſuch ; 
a caſe riſe at midnight to ſing a- fi | 

Pfalm 
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Pſalm, rather than he would loſe the 
Weaſon, when it would reliſh with him 


Sometimes alſo a man or woman 
fhall feel a ſecret penſiveneſs growing 
Hover his heart , ſo that it even melts, 
fas the ground that thaws after a froſt, 
and he could even weep abundantly , 
ears offer themſelves in a full meaſure, 
{Here is an exccllegt occaſion of re- 
newing ones repentance. Now what- 
ever be ones company, whatever be the 
matter in hand, except it be of abſolute 
[neceſlicy, let him leave it off, and be- 
[take him to his Chamber or ſome ſe- 
IiIcret place , ler him fall cn his knees , 
now let him open his mouth, and ack- 
inowledge his fins againſt himſelf, giv- 
Jing vent to his grief, and turning all to 
tSodly ſorrow,whatſocever the occaſion 
Fwas at firſt, Thus if any body do, his 
trepentance ſhall receive a notable en- 
Ecreaſe : but if he paſs it over , his 
| | heart 
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heart will not anſwer his deſire ano-Ta 
ther time» Further more, ſometimes RK; 
a mans heart 1s earneſtly moved with Þ:| 
ſome hungry deſire. to enjoy ſome Þ- 
oracevf God , and great longins af- Bj 
ter fome Chriſtian vertue: Now let F'2! 
him 1n the hear and flame of 11s de- $44 
fire addreſs himſelf to prayer , ther Þ'} 
one ſhall ſend up ſuch piercing cries, #: '} 
and give ſuch a loud knock againft 
the gates of Chriſts mercy , that he 
cannot chooſe but hear, and ſend 
one back wich an Alms, as it were , 
thus he redeems the time : But elſe * 
his defires will be fo cold and chilf | 

at another time, that he ſhall ſcarce '' 
thruſt a Petition cur of his lips, | 
and then theſe drop down at his + * 
feet , and do him liwle good. And 
thus in every other ( through the 
turnins of our affections) we muſt 
follow Gods Spirit, yea, or miture 
when it leads us, wiſely turning all 
to ſpiritual uſes. And thus you may | 
perceive 
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perceive what it is to redeem the time , 
and how it may be attained. Now let 


us come to ſome brief Application of 
[the Point. 


| 
tf T/e. Firſt, this Point thus ex- 
IPlained , meets with a number of 
jmperfections even in the beſt, and 
[him that is moſt careful of his 
[ ways . of which we are now to 
| rake notice , and purpoſe amend- 
| ment, if we have not hitherto con- 
|| ſidered of them. For this is a fault 
[to which a man (even in a good 
| Grnfane ſpiritual ) is ſubject, for 

{ want of redeeming the time , that 
| he comes to that lazy paſs now and 
then , as he hath nothins to do , no- 
; thing whereabout to ſettle himſelf. 
| It is a carnal unſettledneſs in a 
Chriſtian to be ſo negligent of his 
- time , as that he ſhould have any 
| minute of time, which he knows 
| -not how to beſtow upon {ome __G 
and 


and profitable uſe. The Lord of- 
ters ſuch a multitude of occaſions 
to do and receive good , that if 


The Redemption of Time. 79 


bes Þ 
F- 
+ 
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, 
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we could with wiſdom take them, $i} 


there 1s no hour paſſeth us, in which } 
we might nut do or get ſome good. þ': | 
And if there be nothing elſe , yer #® }} 


this is ſomethins whereabout he 
hatch good occaſion ro be buſted , 
even to fall out with himſelf , be- 
cauſe he hath nothing ( I mean, he 
ſees nothing that he hath to do. ) 
Sometimes , if men fee their ſervants 
ſtanding 1dle and unbuſied , they can 
ask them with a kind of indignati- 
on, What, can you find nothing 
to do? And ſure the Lord might 
come with this queſtion divers times 
to us, and fay, as it is in this Para- 
ble. Why ſtand you all the day idle ? 
asking whether the World were {fo 
empty of-occaftons, and our ſelves fo 
perfectly well , az that we can find 
nothing to do ? But there-is no 

hour 
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our paſſeth us, which we thould 
or find fit for ſome good thing ,, if 
ve could catch the opportunity be- 
Tore It be turned, and did not harm 
our ſelves for want of diligent re- 
geemins the time, 

Yet there are other faults, of wich 
[Chriſtians are to be warned ; as to 
begin with the laſt firſt, How many 
be there that are fo ſtufled with 
worldly buſineſſes , and yet are gree- 
[dy of more, as that they cannot find 
Fleifure one hour in 4 day , nay, fcarce 
fin a week, to beſtow upon reaJtng , 
Praying, meditatins or conferring ? 
'Yea, as thoush time were made for 
no:hing but te ſeek wealth and tran- 
FAitory- things , ſo it is the chiefeſt of 
etheir care,” It appears that ſuch Ja- 
| bour not for conſcience , but for gain, 
Ebecauſe they -cannot break oft ordi- 
[nary labours ſo» lons , as well to per- 
[form ordinary duties of Religion. 
{Many may fay (with grief enough if 


they 
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they did well ) that their hands areſ«| 
ſo tull of the world, as that they can {| 
ſcarce through the week, take theſ 
Bible into their hands to read any 
thing therein , unleſs perhaps it be in| 


4 


the Church at ſome publick meering. ||: 
Thus , men which are born to a ber- {+} 
ter inheritance z Are Content to . ; 
out themſelves in theearth , as if they }: *! 
were to pcriſh in the earth with # | 
other baſer creatures. Here is one 'j 
fault to be amended then : letno 
Chriſtian beſtow ſo much time in the 1 
world , as that he cannot find ſuffici- ® , 
ent to ſeek Heaven and the things | 
thereof, Then for the matter of | 
{ports , methings ſome Chriſtians | , 
ſhould even ſhrink , before the word | * 
of reproof comes to them , when they | 
may think of ſo many hours ſpent \ 
ſuch a day at bowls ; ſo many (it may 
be) the next day 1n ſhooting ; ſo ma- |! 
ny the third day in ſhovel-boord , or | 
the like exerciſes : haply in them- F 
ſelves. ; 
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of ketes not unlawful , and when they 
me to reckoning for religious exer- 
Kiles, the count comes in very ſlow- 
| a bur the minutes or qQuarteys , 

Home half. quarter of an hour , or 
bh er reabouts beſtowed ſuch a day in 
praying alone , and ſome three or 
3 our days after , about a quarter of 
fan hour in reading . and (it may 
be ) the next week, ſome half quar- 
ter more in meditation : and thus if 
| he expences of time were written 
Fin our debt-books , as they be in 
| Gods; we might even bluſh to read 
to many Jtems for pleaſure and ſport, 
| Fu d ſcarce one or two in a {ide for 
private religious exerciſes. Then for 
pur-words ; may we not hang down 
Sur heads with ſhame , to think that 
Bod made our tongues , and we ſpeak 
ce. one word in an hundred to 
Po £1or ? Idle words , even many 

| thoſe whom we are to, regard as 
Chriſtians , count them no faults, a 
ther 
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ther come to repcn: for them ; Ral 
it was bur a word out of the 7 
way , ſay they. Bur this pow- | | 
er to ipeak ( being a gift peculiar #- 
to men above all beaſts) ought || 
to be more precioully regarded , ! | 
than that it ſhould be abuſed { +| 
for baſe trifless Then for idle #W 
thoughts; who makes queſtion of * "| 
them almoſt ? Alas we do not re- #" 
member thar God hath ſearching #38 
eyes and fierce , which pierce into the 13 ua 
depth of ones foul, We dream that |'MA 338 
thoughts are not ſo much , and ſpare + 

our ſelves in our unthriftineſs, when 
we ſhould deal more religiouſly with 
our ſelves. Laſtly, ſome might be | . 8 
reproved for too long lying in bed, -: 
. and ſpending more hours in ſlugging I 
or {leeping , chan health and ſtrength 
doth require : many perhaps will 
think that it is left to their own plea- 
ſure, and that the Preacher 1s too 
buſte , 11 he take uTon him to teach 
them 
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them when to riſe, as though it were 
no fault to over-ſleep themſelves. 
Indeed ſome old and ſickly mens bo- 
\ dies muſt take it when they may ; 
- but for the greateſt part of men, it 
| they knew what good the firſt half 
{ Hour of the early mornins ſpent in 
| religious exerciſes would bring 
"them, they wuuld not love {leep ſo 
well, as for it to negle& them. It 
15 well ſaid , He that ſeeks meearly, 
ſhall fixdme, and it well may be lite- 
; rally underſtood. Therefore (brethren) 
| there is none but may ſee a fault in 
- nimſelf in theſe reſpe&s ſome or all 
of them, and happy is he that re- 
ſolves to mend it, Therefore if you 
will take good counſel , do thus when 
you come home, Think , alas , it 
time muft be reckoned for , and ſhould 
be redeemed , how far am I behind 
hand with God, that (what for (leep, 
what for play , what for idle babling, 


whar for vain thoughts , and exce(- 
{ive 
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# five worldlineſs) Icannot make a good 
/ actount of the tortteth , yea, of the 
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hundredth part of my time ?. And then 
grieve becauſe thou haſt been ſuch an 
unthrifr of time , and now begin care- 
fully to ſpare before all be gone, But 
now here is a reproot more ſharp for 
ſome others , that are not willing to 
hear of that ear. Tell them they muſt 
not ſpend a whole day , or a whole 
night in playing and ſporting, What 


' not at Chriſtmas ? (ſay they ) why, 


you are too preciſe: well, but yet. 
vouchſafe to conſider a little what God 
ſpeaks. Thou ſayeſt this is too much 
preciſeneſs, and ſo faith the world , 
but the Apoſtle bids to walk preciſely 
or warily , redeeming the time : and 
he that will take time to card or dice, 
and to uſe lawful recreations immo- 
derately ( I mean ſo, as to beat his 
play the greater part of the day, and: 
it may be ſome , if not the mot of 
the night too) ſhall pay full dearly 

F for 
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deal over ſharply with thee : but take 
Gods loving admonition , and let him 
have one tenth part of the four and 
twenty hours : yea, more a good deal 
than ſo , now that thou haſt more 


leiſure than- ordinary. And: here is| 
yet a kind of people thatareto be rigo-| 
rouſly handled., ſuch as are all game-f 


ſters , that ſpend no one hour waking, 


but upon pleaſure : the world calis| 
them ſcatter-goods , and the Lord will | 


call them ſcatter-hours , that do giſ- 


pend both gouds and hours. Such (ler 


chem think of themſelves how they 
will ) as do make gaming the- greateſt 


part ( if notall ). of their occupation ,| 
muſt be content to hear that. they have 


no portion, in Heaven, as they can keep 
no portion in earth. How can one 
have treaſure in Heaven , that nev er 


latd 


for it : either he muſt repent ,, and un- b 
do this with much grief and ſorrow |; 
of heart, or elſe he muſt ſmart for it |; 
hereafter worſe in Hell. T would not | 
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fo chat he will not give him 
(now he 
Nrcarngl tha: he thall be clothed 

9, ) he will much leſs afford 


V itt & & 


; hima io in Heayen, And howloever 


for a time they ruffle it our , and be 
clad better than their more laborious 
neighbours, yet this trade will ſurely 


undo them , for they have brought 


this peril upon themſelves , that either 
God muſt not be true, or they muſt 


| not berich , he muſt forfeir his truth , 

| or they their goods, beſides their 
| name and foul : 
| have hitherto given their days to ſuch 
| an ufanctified and inordinate courſe , 


wherefore let ſuch as 


iurceaſe from the practice of their 
lewdneſs; and both in conſcience for 


4 their fouls {lake,& 1n diſcretion fur their 
q goods lake, 


reſolve to become better 
husbands of time, leſt their gaming 
on earth , brings beggary to their latter 
| days, and damnation to their fouls 
"2 for 


| 87 | 
$ laid up any there? Tf God hate a ga- |: 
' meſter . 
| g90d clothes to his back, 
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forever. Laſtly , Let all good Chri- 
ftians be admoniſhed to make precious 
account of their time , and with much 
carefulneſs to take the ſeaſons and op- 
portunities of God , according as they 
have heard it is their duty. Chriſti- 
ans either indeed purpoſe to learn, or 
make a ſhew of ſuch a purpoſe when 
they come to Church. Ah, that we 
might all learn this thrift, and practiſe 


It as we have heard : begin to day, * 


and hold on ſtill. Now is a time of 
remembring the moſt admirable work 
of Chriſts incarnation , when he was 
made fleſh of the Virgin to purge us 
from ſin , and ſave vs from wrath by 
the ſheddins of his blood , and ſuffe- 
rings which he endured in his fleſh. 
Give not all ( ah , why ſhould we give 
any of it ? ) this time to play , chiefly 
to bezeling , fſurfetting or wanton- 
neſs ,, but take ſome ſpace to conſider 
_ of the greatneſs of this benefit , and to 
be thankful proportionably thercunto, 

[ 
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- T would I might hope toprevail wich } a} 


> | any by this exhortation : but how- d 
t} fſoever, it is needful to be ſpoken, & | 
” | that none may have occaſion to pre- 4: 
Y 


ten1 ignorance, You fee or _ ; "ES? 
| ſee your duties in this behalf , and in | * a. 
= | practiſing the ſame ſhall find the bene- * +a? 
Tg fit of it. But fools will ſcorn admo- * 
© | nition , and thoſe that have accuſtomed 
© | themſelves to luſt , will not be en- 
treated to pull their necks from vut 
thetr hard yoke , and to ſerve a better 
| Maiter , nay, fo foolifh are a num- 
5 | ber , that they think to do Chriſt 
great hotour 1n- ſpending the day 


Y | whereon they imagine that he was 


- | torn, and ſome few that follow it, . 
7 | in more than ordinary riot and fin- * k 
*s | ful exceſs; as though he were a God 4 
Y that loved iniquity , and were de- 


lighted with drinking , and {willing , 
- | and gaming, and ſwearing , and 


0 Þ ſurfetting , and all diſorder : but thoſe 
” that know Chriſt , know full well that 


F 3 he 


wo. 
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* he 15 not pleaſed with ſuch pranks. 
. Wherefore if we will ſpend a day to 
Chriſt, ſpend it more religtoully 
and ſfoberly than all other days , nor 
_. more prophanely and luxurioully. 
We ſhuuld neither forget his birch . 
but when we obſerve ſome ſpecial tune 
of remembring it , ſhew that we re- 
member his goudneſs by doing god , 
more honour to his name, not by 
committing more rebellion againſt 
him. And to conclude, as at this 
time ſo ar all times , let all men that 
would have their ſouls well furniſhed 
with inward ſubſtance, play the gucd 
busbands in raking time and opportu- 
nity. Whenſoever we find any hi 
o:caſion of getting or doing good in 
our ſelves or others, let it not (lip , 
but lay hold upon it, anduſe it. It 
is joyful to think(if we could think 
of it {eriouſly ) what commodity this 
thrift would bring , how much know- 
tdge and gcdlineſs might he BT 

that 
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he have, that would be ready when- 


{oever his neighbours neceſlity called: 


for help, to ſtretch our his hand for 
his relict? And when he {aw him fir 
tor an admonition , would wiſely be- 
ſtow it upon him? How full of grace 


ſhould his old age and ſickneſs be, 


that would give his health ro God, 


and his firit years to the {eryice of his- 


ſoul > Haw great acquaintance might 
he get inthe palace of Wiſdom , that 
would come to her at her firſt call, 
and enter ſo ſoon as the doors were fer 
open ? How many fins might a man 
leave, and how much power thould 
he get over all im , that j{ when his 
heart ſmices him ) would rurn to God 
by prayer and confelltion 2 What 
great grace would atHli&ticn bring, if 
2 man would ſettle himſelf to humt- 
lation 
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that would keep his tongue and heart. 
{ carefully tro good matrers 2 What a 
large treaſure of good works might 


2 ' The Redemption of Time, 
Hatton , and gage his heart in time 
of affliction 2 How much thankful - 
neſs might he have, that would lif: 
Fup his heart to God in the fruition of 
bleſſing 2 How many fervent prayers 
| night he ſtore up in heaven that would 
not fore-flow time, when he feels his 
{deſires earneſt > how comfortably 
F might he weep over Chriſt, and 
| how plentifully , that would rake the 
| tide of tears, and turn all penſiveneſs 
| to this uſe ? and how many ſweet and 
{ chearful Pſalms might a Chriſtian ſing, 
- it he would turn all his mirth into a 
F Pſalm; and offer it up to God?O what a 
* large encreaſe of grace would this care 
|. bring? how ſhould his ſoul thrive, that 
- would be thus husbandly ? Surely as 
E the common ſpeech hath commended 
alittle land well tilled , before much 
more .Sround that is carelefly dreſ- 
# ſed; ſo the weaker means with this 
& care, would be more available to e11- 
# rich the heart , than are _—_— 
I with- 
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withour it. Ir is not the greatneſs of 


ones living that makes one rich , but 
| the good employing and wary hus- 
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| means, that makes the ſoul wealthy. 
Burt if great means joyn with great 
| care, the encreaſe will be ſo much 
| the more large, as a large living with 
good husbandry. But alas , hence 
comes it , that ſome in the Kore of all 
| Sood means of ſalvation, are very ; 
beggars and bankruys , becauſe of 
their negligence to take the time and 
fit ſeaſon. They let paſs all good op- 
portunities , and care not for any 0c- 
caſton for the ſoul , and how can their 
ſoul thrive > Wherefore lec every 
| true-hearted Chriſtian learn this wif- 
dom, and practiſe it , as cver hede- 
ſires to ſore his ſoul with that wealth, 
which will make him glorious in the 
eyes 
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L banding of it : ſoit 1snot the great-  - 
; | neſs of the means , but the diligent re- ; 
| deeming of time , to make uſe of the 
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yes oÞ God , and much fet by even 
; F i heaven among the Angels. And 
>. thus much for this time , and this duty | 
4 of redeeming the time, 


